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| dm never really
newsletters will wander down when | first
ask for contributions and comment in the
weeks after the previous edition has been
sent out.

| knew Ben Cooper had been working hard
to put together a new survey for Bone Hole
to incorporate the discovery of Happy New
Year and | also suspected and hoped, that
Ed Waters would share some more details
of the ongoing exploration and reopening of
the mines at Sandford Hill. These 2 major
projects for the MCG in 2015 and the arti-
cles that both Ben and Ed have produced,
inspired me to want to look further at what |
feel was an excellent year for the group,
turning this edition into part retrospective of
2015.

The AGM dinner back in April last year was
a well attended and enjoyable event, and
we finally had a full compliment on the com-
mittee.

One of the highlights of the year, but a
month | was unfortunately unable to attend,
was August, when a great turnout enjoyed
fish and chips in the sunshine followed by a
tough walk up the side of the gorge to Great
Oone and Long Hole.

My personal
was the French Night, delicious food, every-
one getting into the spirit and theme of the
evening, with games and some laughs.

In this vein of looking back, | decided to

take a | ook at t he
We Did In 2015.06 |If
|l ook back at al | of

would provide an interesting comparison as

to how things have changed over the years
and how caveds popul
has changed. Before you read the What We
Did article; which caves do you think were

mo st visited by the

year?

Andrew Horeckyj has again provided us

with a gloriously illustrated trip report and
itds his photo which

On the Cover:

The approach view to Long Straw Chamber, Otter Hole with Adrian for scale and Kev

S u r this editibni ¢ h

path these

Julie Hesketh writes about her return to
Mexico and Belize where she had been on
an MCG expedition a few years ago. Very
different caving to that in the UK, in all as-
pects, and an enjoyable and fascinating
read about a part of
before thought of to visit for any caving rea-
sons.

After Geoff Beal es®
in Swildonf6s Hole was
as a reminder of what can go wrong in very
familiar surroundings, he again regales us
with his story of how access to Reservoir
Hole was blocked and then regained! If any-
one else has any good stories then please
send them in.

Following on from the report in the last new-

letter of the Garden Dig and Cow Hole, |
have this newsletter, turned attention to
Ubley Warren Pot, a cave with potential,
and a place where there is archaeology,
many fossils, a through trip and some sporty
sections, all only 10 minutes walk away
from the cottage. While | await some im-
portant news from Ubley Hill Pot, I think the
next edition of the newsletter will include an

article about Pinetree Pot, so may | make a

favour i t epleania @ty ehotds infematon brnstpries

about the history of it!

Also this edition, some photos from a trip to
GB Cavern, Christmas, news from the inter-
net and a Wezzit competition.

ogbook and see O06What
IFinalty d ok fortvagd totseeimgmany oflyai n
at thee AGIJ anal thp dirmer. IMaygl lask dh&ts
anyone who has not paid, does so forthwith,
so that all the arrangements can be final-
ased. Allythe details hyou heled are MIC @age
15.
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Tom Harrison  February 2015
editor@mendipcavinggroup.co.uk
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providing light beyond the big rock. Another flashgun and bearer would have been nice
here- a note for future visitstaken by Andrew Horeckyj
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On 3" January 2015 Tim Francis and Mike Moxon dug into a new section of Bone Hole that they named

OHappy New Year 6. Tim and | surveyed the extension the
plete the survey of Bone Hole, collating my own earlier survey data with that from Andrew Atkinson. All the

surveys were conducted using DistoX and PDA, and were drawn and compiled using Therion. The raw sur-

vey data is available online at:

The following surveys are included below:

1 Plan of Bone Hole prior to Happy New Year discovery (Figure 1)

1 Plan of Bone Hole showing Happy New Year (Figure 2)

T An elevation viewed at 278° (looking westerly), which is perpendicular to the primary direction of
the cave, and shows the cave in relation to the surface profile of the gorge including the road.
The surface profile was achieved by surveying down the hillside directly below the entrance rift
using the DistoX. (Figure 3)

q Plan of Bone Hole and Perforation Choke (Figure 4)

In addition, full 3 -D models in Survex and lox format can be compiled from the raw data and viewed using

Survex and Therion respectively.

Statistics from the survey are shown in Table 1 - Cave statistics.

Cave Length Depth (where applicable)
Bone Hole (pre 2015) 205m 39m

Bone H ole (post 2015) 276m 39m

Happy New Year (2015) 71m 25m (vertical range)
Perforation Choke 147m 41m

Total cave length 423m 41m

1 - Cave statistics

Lengths and depths in Table 1 are relative to the Bone Hole locked man -hole, whereas absolute altitudes
shown on the survey are based on the Bone Hole entrance co -ordinates obtained from the MCRA website. It
is not entirely clear where the MCRA entrance datum is on the ground. The MCRA description is as follows:
OFrom entrance st eep-like fissucedeads to dolapsed chambegvehich has been known

since early 19th centuryd |l eading to the interpretation
fore fixed the MCRA entrance coordinates onto survey station 1.0, which is a drilled hole in the rock wall on
theleft-hand si de at the very start of the fissure. Based o

trance, there is perhaps 1m error on the location of the entrance datum, plus whatever error is inherent in the
specified coordinates. The locked man -hole, which is close to station 1.3, an obvious egg -shaped bulge on
the right -hand wall of the fissure also marked with a drill hole, is about 4m lower and 11m North of the en-
trance to the fissure.


http://www.cave-registry.org.uk/svn/CheddarCatchment/BoneHole

Error in the survey can be estimated from the closed loops, which average to 0.84% suggesting the overall sur-
vey error is likely to be 1% or better. The loop errors are listed in Table 2.

Abso- 2 & Loop errors
lute Total | Number
Relative error length of sta- :

error (m) (m) tions X-error y-error z-error A number of permanent stations have
been placed in the cave either as a

2.32% 0.61 26.4 8 0.6 0.2 0.1 | painted mark or a drilled hole. These

1.73% 0.50 28.9 15 0.5 0.1 0.0 | are identified and described in the

1.15% 0.08 6.8 0.0 0.0 -0.1 | raw data (.tf)) files using the Therion
Omar ko6 command.

1.00% 0.17 17.3 -0.1 -0.1

0.61% 0.12 191 9 -0.1 0.0

0.50% 0.42 84.7 31 -0.1 -0.4

0.36% 0.16 44.4 22 -0.1 0.0

0.14% 0.03 221 9 -0.0 -0.0

0.84% 2.09 249.7 102 1.5 0.8

Many thanks to all who helped with the survey;
names are identified on the individual surveys, below.

Figure= 1 - Bone Hole:(pre=-2015)

Bone Hole

10m

Length: 205m
Depth: 39m

Surveyed by: Ben Cooper, Tim Francis, Andrew Atkinson, Mike Richardson,
May Yap, Alison Moody 2014 — 2015

Maps
Bone Hole

Ladder Pitch



Figure-2” - Bone Hole:(2015; showing Happy:New-Year)ar)

oOHappy New Year has highlight -
ed a new area of potential for

digging. A strong draught in the

floor and a readily diggable

location. In reality someone

might have accessed it via the

old cave but it took the impetu-

ous of the new discovery to re-

start interest in a project. The

site is in the floor immediately

after the breakthrough point &

where Peat and Mike had a
rummage. 6 Tim Franci

165
Bone Hole
10m
oDuring the Saturday
Length: 276 m member s weekend, Ber
Depth: 39m returned to Happy New Year to dig
Surveyed by: Ben Cooper, Tim Francis, Andrew Atkinson, Mike Richardson, at the floor in front of the break-
May Yap, Alison Moody 2014 — 2015 through point. (As mentioned by Tim
above left) Here there is a good sol-
Maps id bit of rift wall to dig down against.
Ben rigged a pulley and we took
Bone Hole turns in digging the mud, filling
buckets and hauling them up. After
Happy New Year 30 buckets | had to leave to prepare
Ladder Pitch dinner, but Ben and Peat carried on

and reported that the digging got
easier with some good progress

made. 6 Tom

Harri son



Figure 3 - Bone Hole elevation (278°)

(showing road, hillside, Happy New Year and Perforation Choke)

Bone Hole

10m

Length: 423m

Depth: 41m \
Surveyed by: Andrew Atkinson, Ben Cooper, Henry Dawson, Tim Francis, Mike
Richardson, May Yap, Alison Moody, Bill Chadwick, Bif Frith 2010 —
2015

Maps
. Happy New Year
- e
Comer Column
~pe Chamber
Tre W
o North Chamber
Arrythmie; Ay
Rift Blind
>3 : Acceptance
0The El evation is comprised of Ben Cooperd&s 2015 survey of H

2012 Survey of Perforation Choke and the lower parts of Bone Hole, with an added Grade 1 sketch in Blue from Ed Waters
of the most recent 2015 work in Perforation choke.

North Chamber is added, which contains interesting mud markings, possibly animal, as well as the link connecting Shrap-
nel Corner to the bottom dig via Arrhythmia Rift.

Possibly an extra 20m of passage to add to Bends totals and

Tom Harrison from correspondence with Ed Waters
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Bone Hole A

10m

Length: 423m
Depth: 41m

Surveyed by: Ben Cooper, Andrew Atkinson, Tim Francis, Henry Dawson, Mike
Richardson, May Yap, Alison Moody 2012 — 2015

Maps

- Bone Hole

Happy New Year
Ladder Pitch
Perforation Choke

Figure 4 - Bone Hole plan
(showing Perforation Choke and

Happy New Year)

ONearing the completion of the surveying
Summer, a team comprising of Ben, Peat, Tim and
myself made a quick visit to Bone Hole. While Ben and
Tim were working near the ladder pitch at the bottom
of the Bone slope, | took Peat into Happy New Year
with some spray O6smoked to see i f we ‘ point
any draughts. Whilst we were unsuccessful with the )
draught testing, we could hear Tim and Ben when we
were near the breakthrough point.

None of us mentioned where each other were at this
exchange and it later transpired that Ben and Tim
had thought we were on the ladder at the time!

Tim reports that a during a recent visit Ben worked

out where this sound connection was.
large crack in the wall & right hand side as you climb

the ladder next to the jammed boulders mid way up.

€. where the | adder briefly rests on wal |
there must be quite thin and a crack goes all the way

through. And if you get the angle right you can just

get a torch beam to shine through. 6 from

that according to the survey the wall at this connection
is just 2m wide. oo

Tom Harrison

References:

http://therion.speleo.sk/

Ben Cooper
http://www.mcra.org.uk/registry/sitedetails.php?id=727

Pager
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Since the last report there has been much work in Sandford Levvy to further investigate the discoveries made in Au-
gust. Though no significant breakthrough has been achieved, a few further bits and pieces have been added, and
our understanding of the mine has grown considerably.  With the survey completed, the major leads were re -
investigated.

Brian re -climbed Hancock shaft and rigged the shaft for SRT. The top of the shaft probably still represents the most
promising lead in the mine, but digging the choke at the top of the shaft would be an extremely technical undertak-

ing! The shaft is lined with walled deads for its entire 25m height, and the upper courses of this walling are exception-
ally loose. The shaft appears to be at least partially natural, and at the top it appears that the passage kinks before
continuing upwards, and that the shaft above is choked with miners backfill. We have decided to leave this be for the
meantime, but it must be said that Hancock's Shaft is certainly one of the finest mineshafts | have seen on Mendip.
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ascend/descend the shaft, has provided a bit of time to further study Hancock's signature at its

ems to be that the most likely interpretation of the writing is that it says A. Hancock 1781. Tom
also noticed some more previously unseen writing, this time in the form of the initials TH smoked
ber beyond Pearl's Den.. This has now been named TH Chamber as a result.

: AN -
Between the breakthrough point and the entrance to Pearl s Den was a narrow mined passage doubling back towards the
breakthrough point and sloping steeply upwards. This was almost completely filled with miner's backfill, which was re-

moved by Graham and myself over a couple of trlps This led to a rift high enough to stand. However, there was no sign
in the floor of the shaft whi } aham has ¢ d frc 'd&low.just before the breakthrough, it must be hidden in the
copious waste rock on the floor===The wa ol f‘ er backfilled pas§age again doubling back towards Pearl's

y Den. Graham pushed this to the point where a visual connection
“was made between this passage and wedged rocks forming the
00f just before Pearl's Den. Work continues here, though it is

 natural passage in Pearl's Den. This section of the mine has
en named "Qatar" in  order to continue the "Gulf" theme and
ause | had a nasty cough all the time we were digging here
Ca arrh!)

eadir d off the initial shaft up from First Crossroads. | had always as-
ver ,- survey suggested that it might be worth a look, and Biff did just
ppeared to be the base of yet another shaft leading up. Initial
1 ‘S\ vas a shaft above, and possibly passage ahead, but it had been
me pomt piece of timber had been left in the passage, and this
n out of the timber and all over the walls, roof and floor of the
'_ ge was clearly driven from the Levvy side, but beyond a con-
m 1 e‘\‘ar side. This was getting interesting, in more ways than
f artlally wedged boulders about 3m up. Graham said that

5
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the dig needed a sinister name, so we named it Sinister,
as this also chimed with the Latin for "left " (sinistra) and
the passage lay on the left of the shaft looking up.

The next session saw the lethal roof dealt with by using
some of Graham's inimitable style, about 4009 of it, on
the end of a stick. Digging re -commenced in the well
practiced style, collapse, clear, repeat, and the next
session saw us through to a high rift with fine shotholes
driven vertically down, and an ongoing mined passage
beyond. The roof, some 6m up, is best not looked at too
closely, especially with a bright light, and probably also
provides the floor of the passage above. The floor con-
sists of a steep slope of debris, which has a nasty habbit
of blocking the way out if care is not taken.  Over Christ-
mas the ongoing passage was dug to the point where the
miner's stopped at a narrow ocherous vein. Material in
the debris suggests that they were after lead, as we have
found a few rocks with traces of what looks like Galena
in them, whilst there are a large number of lumps of

Ochre scattered around - it appears this was not worth ,TTEET Cc Ob 3ETEOOAO 2EZh %A EIT OP
removing at the time the mine was being worked. o . L o
OEI O AU 411 ( AOOEOI I

If Sinister was worked before the Levvy was opened (which seems very probable) then the "Old Man" was clearly working at
considerable depths on Sandford Hill, certainly in excess of 60m.  Plans are now being made to open up one of the surface
shafts in the hope that we can find our way to the top of Hancock's Shaft from above, and hopefully start to fill the gaps al  ong
the vein towards Pearl Mine and possibly even Saville Row Shafts some 80m away. Ed Waters, January 2016

i Breakthrough
August 2011
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Last Christmas, | managed to persuade my husband Ross and dauc
had for a long while 6t o go back to Belize where |18d been with MCG friend:
around it would be a holiday, though my family, knowi ng me as

could. And so | did.

Even better was an opportunity tc
and recent MCG member Julian (Jules) Flavell who had

been living in Chiapas, Mexico for around 20 years or so

following our original Belize trip and other visits to Central

America. We planned to spend Christmas in Belize and

meet up with Jules and his family in Mexico to see the New

Year and 2015 in.

I wondt bore you all with tales ¢
sunshine and snorkelling, all that come easy in Belize at that
time of year. 108l start at San |

MCG cavers stayed in in April 1994 ahead of our trips into
 the jungle. We arrived to find it had changed a fair bit  d all
\for the good of the locals. Wher
| a rubbish tip, was a town square with small tourist kiosk.
. Where there had been muddy roads, was now tarmac,
lined with proper pavements or sidewalks as the Belizians
now call them. That was another big difference. Back in the
9006s Belize felt |like a quaint Br
British army was pulling out of the country permanently and
. O . .o s C g oA t.he een had just made a visit.
-Ah * 01 A0 O 1 OBAOEMA EI +Ac|acr)l'%| ?hough there were many Brit

houses and tourism businesses still.

It was though an American tour company that we visited Actun Tunichil Muknal (ATM) Cave.  The name translates to "Cave
of the Stone Sepulcher" because of the incredibly well preserved human remains still in the cave. We used a tour compa-
ny with mixed feelings as caving is surely something that should be available to all and not preserved for organised tours?

On the other hand, the cave at ATM is truly unique with human remains in situ and many well preserved Mayan remains.

The argument for controlling access there is strong and despite the frustration of being told how to put on my helmet and

walk and climb in the cave, the guides, at least those we saw led sensible and sensitive trips. One frustrating point was tha t

cameras wereno6t all owed because in 2012 a tourist had dropped
dentally stoved a hole in the human remains. So that led not to more strict guidance or taping off of the remains but a ban
on camer as. Oodd. And it means that | dondt have my own recot

permission of Pacs Tours who gave us a DVD of beautiful photos.
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ATM cave was initially &édiscoveredd by a Canadian caver, Tom N
The Wessex Cave Club did a number of expeditions in the | ate 8
was those trips that got us in the MCG interested in the area eventually visiting another part of Belize (the Mountain Pine

Ri dge) in 694.

Our family trip in 2014/15 was however a somewhat more civilised affair, albeit with an early start. A mixed group of

about 12 of us took our minibus up towards the cave, mostly on tarmac roads tough the last 5 or so kilometres was on un-
made up road that climbed gently through lush jungle and small, brightly painted villages. We arrived at a large carpark
where at least 6 other minibuses were congregated and groups were preparing for their trips. Donning walking boots

and carrying our helmets, wearing just shorts and t -shirts, we headed towards the cave & a 30 minute or so walk that in-
volved about 3 river crossings 9 the first of which was chin deep on me & so we all got our first real good soaking and a
short swim. The path to the cave was well worn and led to the entrance, a large clearing where picnic tables had been
erected and where we had lunch (the Belizian staple of chicken, rice and beans).

The cave entrance is a resurgence with a short swim to enter
the cave & fun though daunting no doubt for my fellow tour
group new to such things. We swam in, which is always a
beautiful way to start a cave trip. And then waded and
stooped and clambered and swam for about 45 minutes up-
stream in the high winding passage while | listened in some
fascination to the reactions of my fellow tourists who had
never been into such caves before, let alone swum in any.
Eva and Ross were pros (of course) and despite their reser-
vations of doing a caving trip on holiday seemed to be as
blown away by the experience as all of us were.

Eventually we paused ahead of a climb up into fossil pas-
sage. We had covered about a kilometre of cave and were
told there was another couple of km to thetop entrance in
the jungle. At the top of the easy climb, we took our shoes
off as requested and ventured into the large, dry and wide
open fossil chamber and passages. This chamber held a
profusion of Mayan pots and a larger profusion of tourists all ; B
vying for a good view of the artefacts. In this first chamber - AUAI] Pi OOAOU EI I AO0O
are a number of almost intact Mayan pots left near the sacri- A . <

ficial fire as if they had been there just yesterday (had it not PAOI EOOET | I £ 0AAOQ 41
been for the calcite deposits holding them firmly to the cave




floor). We were told that some of the pots were food receptacles, others are small serving dishes, but that all were used

by the Mayans in rituals over the course of around 300 years. Between the pots were occasional human remains  d thigh
bones and skulls that looked as if they had not been left there but washed in or down the cave in flood. Most, we were

told were apparently, sacrificed.

We picked our way around the remains and headed up a wooden ladder, letting other tourist groups down before we
ascended. We entered a large gour -floored chamber and crossed it, passing a few shards of pot. Then a crawl and a
wriggle and a squeeze and we were into the final chamber of our visit; essentially a Mayan tomb with an almost intact
human skeleton of an adolescent calcified into the cave
things in caves but this was pretty special and the remains almost intact. Incredible and | do wonder, given the tourist
numbers in Belize are growing, if they will remain that way or if the Belizian Government will restrict access even fur-

ther.

We were not rushed through the trip but it was eventually time to retrace our steps and wade and clamber back out of

floor.

the cave. By now my fellow tourists were all/|l 6experienced

so we had a fun and lively trip back to the turquoise entrance pool. We swam back out into the humid jungle air.

A Cenote in Yucatan, Me xi co.

More jungle, baches, snorkeling and Mayan ruins followed for me and the family before we headed over the border to
meet Jules and his family at Chetumal in Yucatan, Mexico. Yucatan is known for its cenotes of course, so we visited a fair
few of these for a swim and to gawp at their beauty. Cenotes are essentially cave features @ large caverns formed by
solution in limestone or collapse within limestone. Many are tourist attractions, opened for a few dollars as under-

ground, freshwater swimming pools with bars and ice  -cream stands nearby. Some have deep sumps fed by cool, clear
water; cave divers territory. And many are absolutely stunning with shafts of hot Mexican sunlight piercing them and
lighting up the clear water below.

We enjoyed lots of these (returning to the UK to see that a small group of Wessex cave club divers had been in the area
holidaying and diving nearby). And then more hotels, swimming pools and fabulous meals followed before heading

over to an eco-lodge that Juleshasbooked us into for New Year, with a cav
difference though done to 6éLa Cueva de | as Serpientes Colgantes (
Eva, Rosy and Oliver (aged 2) for some reason decided t
and | headed out for our trip. About an hourdés drive f

ria Morelos in the Kantemo province where we met with our guide for the evening. Our guide was part of the Maya
Kadan project that aims to create sustainable tourism i
funded a small number of jobs and brings visitors into the very un  -touristy area away from the crowds on the Yucatan
coast.
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You know when a caving trip is going to be an unusual one when the first bit of kit you are given is a bicycle along with

a helmet and lamp! So we mounted our bikes and headed into the thick jungle, just after sunset. The midges were

coming out which meant that any bats roosting nearby will be thinking of coming out for supper. Given the time, we

sped on our bikes down a narrow track through the dark, crashing over thick tree roots and being whacked in the face

by hanging plants. After a 5 minute cycle, we arrived at our destination, a rather inauspicious clearing in the jungle

where we O6kit up6o. Mo r e u n wswgichl masks and fatgx gloved to prodest ustfrarmasthye d o u t
bat borne nastiness. And mossie spray 0 lots of it. We were being bitten to bits!

And so we venture quickly down into the cave. A low, stoopy entrance led into a wide low chamber. It was hard to
stand not just because of the height of the cave but because of the many bats whooshing past our heads into the jungle
from the depths of the cave. It was humid and we were sweaty and the whole place stinks of guano. From the entrance
chamber we walked a short way and then take a fork into a low, crawling size passage. The cave passage was pock
marked with large holes into which our guide peered and shone his torch. We proceeded with caution. After about 10
minutes our guide beckoned us forward to him and pointed just ahead to where a snake was dangling from a hole in

the cave roof, twisting itself around to look for prey. It turned and twisted around in the hot air sensing bats flying by.
We moved on, inching underneath and around the snake to a slightly wider and part of the passage where we saw an-
other two snakes at roof level. We stooped to see that both had already caught prey and were slowly turning their bat
meals over in their jaws and swallowing them down into their body cavities, writhing as they did. We stayed crouched
down watching, in interest and slight nervousness. These snakes would not have a go at us & we were too large and
they were not poisonous. Nonetheless, sitting crouched in a humid, sand floored cave passage with hundreds of bats
still flying past us, we felt just a tad vulnerable watching the snakes devour their meals. We managed to grab a few
photos, though not terribly good ones as the cave was obviousl
disturb the wildlife. And then we slowly backed out, shuffling back towards the entrance chamber, cautiously avoiding
other snakes that had joined their companions dangling down from the crevices in the roof.
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The rest of the cave was fascinating too with blind, white fish swimming around a crystal  -clear pool, and a ceiling cov-
ered with fossilised shells. We emerged hot, sandy and sweaty into the dark jungle night, amazed to have seen such a
phenomenon so real and close up. But we had to head back as the others were waiting for us to see the New Year in
under the jungle sky back at our huts so we sped back for tequila and celebration.

References (should all be in the MCG library):

MCG Special Publication on Belize 1994

Below Belize, QMC Speleological Expedition to Belize 1988

WCC Journal Vol 20 (No 222) Oct 1989

WCC Journal Vol 20 (No. 222) April 1990
http://discovermagazine.com/2014/dec/15 -cave -of-the -crystal -maiden

Pagel4


file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Banished

2016 AGM Dinner

The 2016 MCG AGM Dinner will be held at the Mendip Inn  ( ) on Saturday March 5th, arriv-
ing at 7pm for 7:30 meal.

STOP PRE8SPlease pay without delay, so that all the arrangements can be made!

A reminder of the detalils :

Given the low demand for a coach in recent years, and the relatively short distance from the cottage (9 miles) it is intended

that car share will be used to get to the dinner, and a shuttle of taxis has been booked for the return journey starting at

11pm. Cars can then be collected before 10am from the pub car park on Sunday morning. Total cost for food and transport
back to the cottage will be £30.Unfortunately there is no accommodation at the venue, but there are a number of B&Bs locat-
ed within a few miles

The 2016 Mendip Caving Group AGM dinner menu choices are;

Starters
Broccoli & Stilton soup  freshly baked bread
Prawn Cocktail served simply with wholemeal bread
Pheasant & Pistachio Terrine  served with lightly toasted Ciabatta

Mains
Slow roast Beef Brisket braised 24 hours in a rich port jus, roast potatoes and veg
Char Grilled Chicken Breast with tarragon cream, roast potatoes and veg
Vegetable Wellington  with carrot puree served with roast potatoes and veg
Fillet of Salmon with lemon caper butter, new potatoes and veg

Dessert
Chocolate Mousse
Sticky Toffee pudding  served with toffee sauce and vanilla ice cream
Lemon Cheesecake served with sorbet
A selection of cheeses with artisan biscuits (£2.50 supplement)
Tea and filter coffee (free of charge)

If anyone has any specific dietary requirements, please let us know asap and we can speak to the pub who are very accom-
modating. The pub has real ale on tap, including Butcombe, there are also several lagers and ciders available. House
wines (there is a choice of 4 reds and 4 whites) are between £15 and £16 a bottle.

Please email Karen Fendley with your menu choice via or print this page and fill in
the form below, posting to Karen Fendley, 35 Arcaadia Close, Beggarwood, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 4AJ.

Payment can be by cheque to The Mendip Caving Group, posted to the above address or to Karen in person, or electroni-
cally to Acc. Number 72017776 Sort Code 40 -44-33 Reference: AGM followed by your name i.e AGM Tom Harrison. Re-

member ités A30 or A32.50 for cheese and biscuits. Deduct
Looking forward to seeing you all there, Ed Waters
Either email Karen Fendley or post the form and cheque to Karen Fendley, 35 Ar-

caadia Close, Beggarwood, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 4AJ.

Guest Name/s Starter Choice Main Choice Desert Choice

Do you require a taxi from the venue back to the cottage? Yes / No

| enclose a cheque or have paid electronically (Acc No. 72017776 Sort Codd-88 Ref.: give your name)

Please provide a contact number or email address


http://www.mendipinn.co.uk/
mailto:treasurer@mendipcavinggroup.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mendipcavinggroup.org.uk

Otter Hole

Trip Report and Photography by Andre
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A small but beautifully decorat- ‘{),':.4 <
ed grotto off the main pas- “
sage, beyond Long Straw
Chamber, with Adrian and Kev
as flastpearers.




Trip Report: Otter Hole, Saturday 8

“August 2015.
Jeremy Gilson, Adrian Fawcett (Otter
guide), Ross Wheeler, Kevin Speight,
Andrew Horeckyj. S

Otter Hole is widely regarded as
one of the truly great trips in British
caving. Its name is often voiced in
slightly hushed tones for a number
of reasons: it is a long day trip if you
go right to the end; it is arduous
and tiring with [ itt]l
sageway and no resting in harness-
es and at pitch -heads; it has long

' sections of deep cloying mud, that
holds a boot when standing and
though nice and slippery, will ren-
der ineffective most tractive effort
when crawling or flat -out horizontal
- oh d and it has a tidal sump that
once passed, commits the visitor to
\remaining within until the celestial

/mechanics permits an exit some

. few hours later. The reward is a

- 'section of decorated passage that

just builds in its splendour to a sym-

phonic climax around the famous

Hall of Thirty and its neighbouring

chambers.
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What ds not to |ike about it ?
I can honestly say that | have wanted to visit 8&his cave

Into Darkness, broadcast in 1984, so it would be fair to say it made a lasting impression. It would also be

fair to say that an understanding of the mechanism of th
60fl oodé6 conditions, has removed a | ot of the drama assoc
the sense of wonder that comes with approaching a cave that by its nature needs to have trips managed

by tide tables and river levels. The imminent rainfall prediction is a lesser consideration here than for a

Mendip catchmentcave -t he | ast fortnightodds weather i s more i mport a



Long Straw chamber
& a montage of 14
frames and unfortu-
nately nobody was
spare to appear as a
scale. Flattening such
a wide view on a page
really does reduce the
impact of a place like
this, which would be
better projected on
the curved screen of a
planetarium.



We met the guide Adrian at 09:30hrs in the woodland parking area and followed the track down to the river Wye
through the woods in morning sunshine - it was a beautiful day. Entering the cave at 10:15hrs, the initial crawl
leads to a short drop down to a flat @ rather than flat -out crawl through liquid or glutinous mud in a section that
sees water on the highest of flood tides. Although the mud makes the going nice and slippery, shoving or drag-

ging cargo like camera bags is made hard work because there is nothing to grab on to dthough itis fun. We got
a little strung -out on this section towards the tidal sump and it became clear that Ross was having to fight his suit
that was too tight. This wardrobe malfunction, meant that our date with the tide table was in jeopardy, so Ross
decided in the light of this and the fact that he was also feeling a bit unwell that he would have to abort his trip.
Jeremy - as trip leader, decided to escort him out of the cave (for safety) and that the remaining three would con-
tinue with the day as planned - collection as per plan around 19:30hrs.
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The Hall of Thiryot the classic view from the back of

the hall, which can seem a little flat. In order to get the

firefly to trigger the flash it had to be in cleafline

sight at this distanceébut |
lighting. Kev is walking into shot.
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Approach to the Hall of Thigtynontage of 4 frames from the passageway on tie avalkt really is a #f ‘
6grand approachdé. Adrian and Kev with the flashes. The video .g

¥

Descent 247, have been digitally removed from the images here.







The tidal sump itself is a short feature of a few yards and beyond it the passageway soon cleans -up. It is a series
of boulder climbs and twisting chokes that are pretty straightforward d even for a six -footer, but a fair amount of
it is awkward and some a bit snug. There is not much simple walking passage in the cave, it is more of a workout
session than many places.

The passage does eventually open - up and become progressively more and more decorated on the way to-
wards the first large and hugely decorated chamber & The Hall of Thirty. This is an incredibly beautiful place.
Threading up the left side of the chamber to the back, the decorated sections continue with the walk through to
the Long Straw Chamber, named after the profusion of straws which extent to some 12 -14ft in places. Beyond
these wonderful places, the passageway continues with stooping and clambering sections to the point where it
terminates in a small sump, with a flowing stream -complete with shrimps according to Kev, which manage to
eak-out a meagre existence from whatever floats their way. Above and up  -slope from the sump is a large

oter mi nal chamber6énamed as such because it is the end o
tude of the roof to this void, any number of entrance pa
somewhere?

We decided to leave the camera stowed for the entire inward journey, to ensure we did not exceed our time,
then made a mental note to get a few frames in just a couple of locations on the return: the Hall of Thirty, Long
Straw Chamber and a small side -grotto off the main drag, which was extremely well decorated.

Kev in the passageway approaching the Hall of Thirty. A view of the decoration in this area would be regarded éseifdestiaatio
not for the splendours of its more famous cousin, just around the corner.



Thed rather muddyrio after exiting the
cave. A long, tiring but very rewarding trip.
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The Hall of Thirty was the last scheduled picture -stop, so after grabbing a few environmental portraits of eve-
ryone present, we started the long return. Adrian had planned for us to be at the tidal sump at 18:00hrs on the
way out, with us exiting the cave around 19:00hrs, though the eventual exit time was less important than the
sump-time.

Despite being well -hydrated at the outset, not much of my two litres of fluids carried, remained for the return,

so | could see that | was going to be a bit dry on the way out. Kev was just about out of fluids too. | made the

mental note that in future - assuming a party of five, then it would be wise to designate one person as a
oOtankeré, to bring an extra two |itres to the inside of
which is an inevitable pause point. MCG members with a reptilian metabolism might consider this unneces-

sarily wasteful - but for us mammals | think it a good idea.

We reached the sump at 18:05hrs - which was good timing and then made our way steadily out of the cave
through the tiring muddy section -whi ch required me to take my time so | d
(which would subsequently require a minor surgical tidy -up). We finally exited the cave at 19:15hrs.

The wash-bath up the hill is a civilized touch that does allow you to present yourself to the world in a reasona-

bly clean condition at the car park, where Ross was waiting for us. A party of young European backpackers

wandered past - and as usual, having encountered a bunch of muddy blokes in caving gear, struck up a con-
versation and asked about the caveappinglstn6ewpbasafifooientt

tallize our heroic status amongst theméwhich suitdol us |
of drink, so first stop was a garage, then on to Jeremy?d
What a fantastic dayds caving. Book the next one Jeremyé

Andrew Horeckyj 2015
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It happened when | was an active member of Newbury and District Caving Club and had also recently joined the ranks of the
MCG.

It was in the mid 1980s when | was invited to go caving in Reservoir Hole. The trip was led by its stalwart and legendary
guardian Willy Stanton. When our trip was finished, | was surprised to note that my caving performance within the trip had
been checked closely by Willy. He explained that leading endless trips into the cave was tiring and he was looking to start a
leader system and was actively looking for experienced cavers to undertake trips into Reservoir Hole as a guest leader on
his behalf. | was offered guest leadership and | duly accepted. Guest leadership was conferred to me and not as a caving
club right. | had led many trips into Reservoir Hole up to the time | joined the MCG in the early 1990s.

In those days trips were always evening/night trips between the months of November to March, a party limit of four plus a
leader and no carbide lamps. It is strange to think that these months were within the hibernation season, when bats could be
seen within the cave and not the summer months when they are more likely to be absent. | always thought that it should have
been the other way around.

On my previous booked trip into Reservoir Hole (December 1990), The key had broken in the lock whilst | had tried to open

it, | thought it may have been jammed by a small piece of grit or mud by the previous party. Willie was quite annoyed by this
broken lock and later tried to dislodge the broken key section with a small hammer, but without success. Most cavers who

have visited this cave will vouch what a nasty cave "gate" it had. However, | said | would see to the old locks removal. | to Id
him that | knew someone with a bang license and he would make short work of the lock. Willy was furious with this sugges-

tion and avidly said no. He said he would rather keep the cave closed, than to bang the old lock off. But | had a cunning pla n
up my sleeve.

On the 3 March 1991 | persuaded a caving friend & Ronnie Arkless (Who eventually joined the MCG) to help me with the er-

rant |l ockds removal. At this point in time the cave had been c
be best for the cave. Another caving friend from Newbury and District Caving Club ran a farm machinery repair business

near Newbury and he agreed to loan us a half sized Oxy -acetylene gas welding set with a small cutting torch, this was mount-

ed on a small wheeled trolley which had to be taken apart to fit into the boot of my car, and we set off for Mendip. We arriv ed

in Cheddar Gorge on a Saturday morning and set about refitting the trolley back together and mounting the bottles. We had

hoped there were are no tourists about to see what we were up to and where we were going. Willy always insisted on

evening/night trips to deter tourists from following us, climbing onto the reservoir, scrambling up the lower gorge wall and

discovering where the cave entrance was. We had hoped to avoid being seen climbing on the covered reservoir and our

route to the cave entrance with our strange welding Kkit.

However, there were several cars and a coach parked there, so our hoped for stealth to the cave entrance didn't happen, but
we managed to manoeuvre the trolley across the road and up to the top of the reservoir under the bemused scrutiny of the
coach passengers and those in the cars. (What they must have been thinking of, the strange things cavers do in Cheddar
Gorge, with a gas trolley, | just can't imagine.) 0 Editorfi a bit like today when cars and coaches are passing us while we are
getting changed for Bone Hole and other caves near a major road!

At the back of the top left corner of the covered reservoir, is a steep, loose, climb, up the lower gorge face to the cave en-
trance. We had thankfully brought a rope with us and were able to hall/winch the gas trolley to a flattish stance adjacent to
the cave entrance where we were able to secure it with the rope to a nearby tree to stop it rolling down onto the top of the
reservoir.

As | was about to light the gas torch, | silently thanks Ronnie for being a smoker with a light in his pocket to fire up the torch,
as | forgotten this basic item. | managed to get the gas torch inside the gate and fire it up and managed to burn the old loc k
off without damaging the old securing eyebolt at the bottom of the gate. The cardinal rule of using any gas torch is the

amount of heat used in the cutting process. | removed the worn gate and then picked up the old lock @ forgetting it was still
bloody hot & and | promptly it dropped down the steep climb where it was soon lost in the undergrowth on top of the covered
reservoir. It may still be there!

We refitted the cave gate with a new padlock. Getting the bottle trolley back down the loose climb was a lot easier than get-

ting it up. Something to do with gravity. Then back over the reservoir top to the car park. Fortunately, the coach and cars

were gone so no explanations to our nefarious activities @&ere
sub 6 Mendip where we reported our actions and gave him the spare keys to the new lock. He then declared the cave open

for future caving trips.

My next trip into Reservoir Hole was a week later with MCG members on the 9th March 1991, and it all went smoothly. Never
looked for the old lock though, but it might make an interesting souvenir today.

Geoff Beale. - .
Background Photo: 6Totem Pol e

Reservoir Hole by Tom Harrison
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For the last couple of years, Ed Waters has been trying to encourage more of us to use the log-
books. Since becoming editor, | have found the group's logbooks an invaluable source of infor-
mation. They provide a real insight into the early days of the modern explosion in popularity in
exploring underground and contain useful detail in how a cave was discovered, dug, and devel-
oped. They can also leave tantalising clues about since lost discoveries or where a current dig
may be fruitful.

As an exercise in data analysis, | thought it might be interesting to see what we did in 2015! It

wasno6t a highly scientific undertaking, with a si

of each cave visited and whether it was a visit, a dig or simply a surface visit to an entrance. Some
trips involved a dig team and a O6touristd visit
visit. | apologise if | have missed anything and | cannot claim 100% accuracy, but | hope this

gives a taste of O6What We Did in 2015. 0

Findings

While not all trips are recorded in the logbook, we have had a very busy year with 170 separate
visits to different caves recorded in the logbook. Of these 65 % were simply visits to caves, 26%
were digging trips and the remaining 9% were walks near or to an entrance, but staying on the
surface. ( See the pie chart below right.)

# CTI

mp

€ 3

Sandford Levvy was the most frequently visited cave

frequently visited, followed by Bone Hole, Upper
Goatchurch and Grebe Swallet. The full list of logbook recorded visits is the bar chart left.

On the next two pages are these visits shown geographically. To do this | grouped caves into sub
areas and created proportionally accurate pie charts to show where the concentration of visits
occurred, firstly on Mendip and then nationwide. | have used a little artistic licence for this, so
please keep that in mind!

Please use and continue to use the logbook, it really does make fascinating reading and provides
very useful information!

Now | just wonder where we wil/| go in 2016¢.

Surface Visit ,
16

m Visit Digging
Trip , 44
® Digging Trip

Visit , 110
© Surface Visit
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Last issue | started a new series about those Caves closest to our Cottage at Nordrach, with a short history of the cave and
an update to the accessibility of the different caves and any new developments. | also hope that perhaps this series might
encourage more visits to these interesting and mostly short trips within walking distance from our base.

Having looked at the Garden Dig and Cow Hole last issue, next up is Ubley Warren Pot, where the MCG have recently
restarted a dig.

UbleyWarren Pot began life as two separate caves; Nettle Hole (also referred to as Nettle Pot) and Foot and Crutch Swallet.

The small system is composed of bedding planes, broken up along now widened rifts and joints with chert nodules and

many fossils which attempt to tear your suit apart, as you thrust, crawl and contort yourself through. It is tight in places with

a tiny connection between the two parts called, oO0the Ugho w
to be wary of, especially the rock/dbrickd of Damocl esnin N
short trip, which took 30 mins to get from the terminal dig back to the cottage and a sporting through trip if you are small

enough.
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