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MEMBERSI1IP SIESCR]PIIONS OI,ERDT]E.

Are you seeirg reA when you r_€ad. this? If so, it's because our treasu.rer's
recordls show that you haven't paiil you!'subs,

As f write, i thore is a,bout !20o overdue in subscriptions. So if you
havenrt paid for 1932, take out yot]f cheque book S!tr'oRE YoU l3\D A][y FURTIIER;
rc'rite a cheque for clo, (or Eore if you !'rish); and senil it to nrthur Spain at
the aalalre6s shol\ln on the next pa8e.

If this pag. is red andl you E.VE paid, (other i tran in lhe last week or
two) - pick up the phone and osk the treasurer why bis recorals ar€ not up to
date.

ft ,\xs T0 lI/,Y\rq ..J.irD BRYIN.

The following is a reprint of a letter receiveal by the Editor after
the A,G.i{. t

"I have vri.tten to both:,4talme HLscox anal Bryan Pittnan apologising for
my omission as chairoan of the A.G.M. to thank theo both on beh.alf of us all
for the work thei have aolre for the Group as Cottage Wartlen antl Xalitor '

"',{ay!re's was the roost exacting period of cottage contlol e4duredl by any of
our Cotta8e '.llaralens - we have already tbanked hiD for his enthusiasn in building
the cottage, but it was stilL of vitaf concern to us all that he kept the o1d
oottage fully booked, the.eby providing us r.lith the funds to help build the new
cottagg. It was a nake alo anal oend exlstence ln the old woodlen hut, and he preserved.
it F:ith a rlinlmlrn of erpense.

'rBryan had to alo a lot of ca,joling and bailgering to get the articles for the
Newsletter, ana sooehow he succeealeal in proilucing a livel,y and inforEativo
oomBuni.cetion to our merdbers. It is so easy to forget that the Bd.itor is all the
while forging ancl reinforcin8 the links of the chain which keeps our far-flung
group in contact.

"'Tbanlryou' to then both frono us aLl.

Ron Saunders. rl

c olJcn ̂,mLlJ roNS .

John liiriaB anal tlelen Booker have annorrnced thei! folthcoming [Erriage ]n
May, C ongratuLations, John ana Helen.



IMIDIP C.AVING GITOUP COIi1IIIIE

SDCF TAXY foNY KIiISBS 2J Winern glebe
BJrfleet, Sueey.

te1 (home) BJtrleet l+1875
(work) 01-5\6-7741 et:t 377

TIEASUIER ARI'EUn SPAIN 57 Cuildford Roaa,
Broadbridge Heath,
Horsh4n, Sugsex,

teL ( hone) Horshanr 6l+068
(work) Cre.wl.ey 51a2251 exi 60

ltDtT sEcRnrARy omc sMrrF '16 Nield Road,
Iialres, idd.Losex

tel(hone) 01-81+8-Jl[0

COTTAGE WA-RDEN JoHN MIRIM 18 Lorl al"ne Court,
Canborne Ro€,dJ
Sutton, Surrey,

te1 (horoe) 01-6+5-7872
(wo!k) 01-736-1212 ext 272

TACKIEMASIIER Ptlll, INGoLD Jl Sprin8 lane,
Iledel lleopstead, Herts.

tet" (hoDe) U\2-\2o29

IECoR.DTR JoNATIISI,I. R0BERIS J7 Kent Avenue,
Vest Ealing, London, W1J 88tr

tel (hone) a1-997-2916
(work) a1-278-3825

EDIIOR IAN MoI@CHNIE JO Brittain Ros.dl, Herslr4o,
{alton-on-Thanes, Surrey
KT12 4LR

teL (hooe) Wd"Ita\ 28292
(work) tralton 28851 6xt 212

CAVINC ACCOiOIODATION MSND]P CAVINE CROUP
NOXDRACH COTTACE
CIIAIIERIIoUSE on UENDIP
BITIEDON
BRISToL BS18 5X!t

N.G.r. Sr 5147-56A5

GUEST 8001(INSS; To be Eaale ldth the Cottage Vard.6n

THI]}SDAY MMI]NGS THE I'OX & HOUNDS & MAl SON ARMS
CHTSYTCK IJNE SoUm, IoNDoN, 'ii4
IRr: lrl B , j0 po



ED]TORVJ .

rls you probably know by aow, Bryan Pittoan bas retireal as Newsletter
tditor, an& I have taken over the task. The work Bi:ran has done ls apprecl"ate'L
elsewhere in this issue; a result of his work is'seen in the ddotmt of nsterid'l
you have suboitted, T thlnk sone of you noi,t write in your sfeep. Keep it up;-send 

in the tecbnical articles; di8 pro8re5g reportsr news, obiervatj.ons, or any
snippets of information thai oey inte::est or enteltain club lBedber's. liiy address
is on the opposite page, antl f at0 usual]'y at the ghurBday nbetings.

Tor more tlLan a year w-A hav€ hail a fat anal regu.lar Newsletter; to fo1low
that will not be easy. ilowever I unalerstonaL the neeil for a regular Newsletter
to keep the oroup inforned, and wil-l- tEke evely effort td naintain the standards
thst Gve been s!t. Pledse forgive me if the publicatj.on dates fluctuate a Little'

,. Ian rlcfechnie.

PIGION PC ]T.

(xo you live 7'vcrt 7'i*!nk $:ith an9the! l'lo$ oeltrlefl
aleliver his newsletter as quickly as the PoBt office? If
extra copi on distribution night, and tel: the lditof who

COTII.GE BOOKINCS.

Can you Suor'.mtee to
so, pletise ask for an
it '  s for.

APRII
a 6
2J Dave eibson
lO aGMBIRS ImKEND (Bsnk Holiday)

MAY
7 ItEdBIRS 'mEI@\lD

11. Wesl MidLand C-C.
21 ?hil Ingold + 20
28 ltslLtsERs I{EEI{END (Banh }Ioliday)

JIf,IE
L i,lElEERS .IBEKEND - FESCUE PR.ACTICB

11 Dave Cibson
18 }GTtsERS i?EEfu.ND

M.C.E. i]IEETS PROGLI,TII}IE 1982

1,'R 17 PoACIIERS C'IXX
}L\Y 15 SWIIDoNS 9
JUN 26 OID / DIN-YR-OGOI
J1IL 17 LI.I"IB I,EER
-^UG 14 CU|NIIS H01E
SDP 18 DOUBER GI],l PITSSACX
ocr 16 eHtNo FrFT fsPT)
NOV 20 -|GEN ALI'IIDD
Dnc I 8 lASrr4.lER

PoACHERS CAVE 17 rlPR,

ruLY
2 :
9

1 5

JO

T.UGUST
6

1 3
2A

Ledder

B. Pittman
J . 'Rober t s
D, Sanuel
D, rr,'alsh
G. Barton
T. Knibbs
J. tlirian
P. fntold
I. llcKechnle

Base

],r, c. G.

L[.  C. G.
0rtr)heus

t{, c, G.

Any late entries for this tr'ip - contact Tony Knj.bbs or GreB Sltrith.

RESCLE PR/,CTICX 5th JUNE.

The tl.C.e. rescue prEctice vrilL take plaae in e.B. cave on 5th June ' As
many nenbe.s as possible shoulil be there. l?e heaa ther'o uay even be o bal'rel.



urloxlsHll rwws,

1e11 done Steve Taylor 3nd
members of the M. C. G.

OI/ERHEA]?D ON

"Can

Dave Horrc, rrho have been accepted as fufl

t ]r'Ie elo onie tiie fo11ou.i-ng new nam6s to the oenbelq list:

Paril Phipps, lo5 Eestldrd Road; teovif, so!0erset. (Prolationar,y).
Barbara Dewd.lrey, 9 ',linaednere 'Road, Lontion, 5'115.. (Associate)
Anne Davies, 72 Aldenhan Road, Bushey, lrletford, Herts. (.Lssociate)..

Please note the fol-l-olrj.ng cha[geg of addhess:
:

Toiry:Ingo1d, 96 !'orbury,qoaal, Upper Olapton, l,ondon, N16.
'Mike By6raire, RooEery Cottage; Church Street, lffinghaE, Sur.ey.
Bill J:n€:ft 6 Craighall Pface, Alloway, r\yr, ib'rshire. KA7 /riiD.

ANNUAI DINMR 1982.

The Atrnual licc.Dituier wai hdLd id the star it6teli weI1s 6n the 27th. of
i{aich, v?ith a})out 80 neo$ers ariil 6uests attendih€. Follovillg an excellent roeaL'
we were asked'to compose and perform' linenicks on the subieot "r'lhnuaL Dlanels!'.
These were judged t'y a panel of expe.ts frofl B-qC, Shepton and Wessex. fwo of
the vrirning entfies, froo Sinon f,night anll Tony Knibbs respectivel.yi are prfuitea
belowi

Each yeo^r !.e cone down i;o The Star;
"te travel from near snd froa far.
',{e wine and we di.ne
Like the Grilarene swine,
SnaL then we get pissed at the bar.

A spccie.l  mention Boes to Jant ieSmolds for
Urf crirr'lnate1y, ilue to a technical hitch, we
limeii.k enaeal.

There was a yount caver naned Snith;
'rho went for a closing-tirde pithth"
ne got -Lost 1n lne oo8.

i.nd his ain was impaired, so he rdiththea.

her outstanding perfonbnce.
wer€ LefL -oL kn! 'vinE holr her

I[6 were ther! tr€ated. to a ieview of rrThe Ten ]l.ges of the Caverri. Froti
the beginner, the er(pert, the gentleoan cavei, the caie'illve!, tlrlough to the
a,lmchair caver, they wet€ introiluced to us in all- their glorXr by Ton.linibbs.
Vsf Knight nas in eviilence behind the scenes, directing the proceedings'.

the entertainnent then took a different turtt a9 Srian Terl'y and Jane
ReJmolals treatea the oitizens of i.r'eu.s (at least those 1*ro were ill the High Street
at 1'1 .J0 that night) to a fashion poraale. B.ian Looked especially l-ove]-y, A
representative df. tlb f&C,,llot to be outilone, showea the other he,lf of l,tel]s
what he was nade of by talcing the s.ir arounal the oloisters ns,u nattrr€s,

.ln exceLlent eveoing enj oyeal by 611 presentj our thcrks td all those wbo'ltere involveal in the organisatioh .and with the entertainment.

. . .

CaoSS ronD C0{.1DTrT]0N.

Tho croAsword conlciition has been lvon by creg Snith. Jon Roberts won
a consolation prize for totel ablrse of the EnGlish bngllagc, and sti l1 f inding
w.ri1s to fit the crosgworal and tho clues.

T}]E CO,I,CE RETURN]NG FRO].;TFr ;',NNU L Dn'{MIt,

I  sit  next ' to y:u? You wontt l)e sick over de,



SUMMARY OI ITIE A.G.M. 
..

The oeeting, held on 27th ltarch 1982, was a+tended by J7 fu-Il Eenbers and 1l
probationarSr, prospective anil aisociate oembdfs. Ron Saunalers w&s in the ohalr.
The main business of the meetlng Iras to'discuss additioh3 to Nordlach Cottage.

John },{iriaio explainedl the neeil for backgroundl heating to protect the cottage
structlrre. A scheoe was presenired uslng tlEee o? four btorage heaters anal off_
peak electficityi capitel oosts would be 1ow, and aiTnual ruunlng costs betfteeo
9,150 and, t25a depending on the nunber of d6ys per week consiilereal necessarSr. A
vote tave genelal appaoval to the scheme subject to coft&ittee aliscussion of details.

A proposal for a "lean-to" outsiale the ohanginq roor4/shower area (see article
elsevthere in tllls Newsletter) was presented.. After uuch alascussion, the scheoe
was agreea in principle anal a suitr of e1000 was allocated. Corments on the proposeal
aLesign, or any alternaiive proposals, shoufal be subnlttea to tho conaittee by the
end of April 1982. the coDmittee wi.ll then deciale on the plan to be adopted..

The need for an addlitional soakaway flas alisousseai, As the cost of, cesspit enptyitl8
is at pre8ent l"ov; it wss atreedl to reconsialer the natter at a L&ter date tf
emptyj.ng costs rise unreasonabty.

Committee roembership reeaineaL unchanged, rith the exception of WaJme Hiocox, Hon.
Cottage llfarden, and Bryan PittBan, Hon. Ealitor, who both retired. They were
replaced by John MiriarD and Ian l.icKeclmi.e respectivel"y.

It was a8reed that the Con6ti-tution ana Rules be aoendlea to aeLete the "],{enbers
Spouaer! cl-ass af nenbership. the lAssooi.ate llenberri ollass was extendleil to include.
the non-c€iying agSocidte, Caving spouses should apply for neobersship j-n thei"r own,

Tony Knibbs outlined the cu.Irent position on funds, which at present total over
€4000, During dliscuirsion on incooe, it was lointed out that cottage incooe ffon i
guestB is double that fron r0embers. Tlie ouirent pDlisy on guest bookinBg r,,i1l" .'
not change, Parties of oembers' guests may be accepteal any tine there is space
at the cottage. Contact the cottage llarAen first for his apploval.

A vote of thanks was taken for retiring corDmittee nenbers r^lajlne Hiscox anal Bryan
Plttnan. BrJEn reminalea oenbers that he wanted articles for the i982 JourD"al,

The 1982 lialf Yea.r General {eetint wilt be hela ot Nordxach Cottage. on Saturd€,jr
0c bober 16th et ,pn.

LINMRICI( COMPETIIION - I,T.Tg Xr{I?jXS.

A pre-pr€ndial inbiber naned Rowe
qes expectei l  lo put up a show,
But his little black bet
Squeaked "Please don't do that.
rr l td be so erDbar.rasseal, you knor.

A comely young lady called Jane
Thought the idCG Dinner wes tane.
So after the trifle
Sbe gave us an eyefull:
Pleese rri11 you alo it again?

.1r troglodite cl"ogger naroed Bob
Gave his partner a trash wlth a 1og.
His partnert s last worals
As he fe11 to the boardls
i{ere ":dIhJ not use a tea-tray, you rqg."

our Br*.n, this year at the Star,
Changed clqthing vrith Jane in the ber.
After walking rounil  town.
He saii l  with a from,
"That's goinS a l i t t le too far. ' l

Creg Snith is a choosey young nran;
He eats alaffodil headls when he can.
But sonetioes they cause
H i h  + .  ^ - a -  h i "  i . d "

i .nd call  iwo-ords. .wo-grth, .  {.  .  .
..through gaps id his hana.



T,TBERT.TION AGLOW IN 1TIE D\RK.

the news cagle as a shock. I 'Oh, yes. You've been abolished" 'r '  (SniSgers") '

That was how we first hearil of the l'oit voi:e. Spouse bavers unite l Come an'L :

chain vorilelf to thc GB blockibuse with us on Jur€ 5thl Throw yourselJ in front- -
of a party'o? caverd mcinS for srlmp 9l Protest and surviv6, they say - wfiy shoutd

tfris ioro of cheap nembership be abolished? We thi"nk we've hit on the answe"'

I n  a  $ ro rd ' -  S l t iX ISMl :  
' : :  :

Yes, ladids, this has to be a plott to keep lgollen out of c&vingr 'Parhaps th€ nen

can't take .ihe conpetition; : : -

'What about the 2O00ft of passage alisoovered in BufnLey
By that iBfamous s!_eleolbgistesse, 'r,liudayrr Marcia Zunpj
- L ' d  o e t t e r . , . . , /

Or - d"y-I rdni,nd you of tlie even molq outstanating discoveries
caveressd Neq/s scape?

(Need
recentlJa - Yes:

I say rnore? But

of

ttis tinie o,rr o'lilhanrs weren't hidden unae!'busheLo (cr'even thnitdhe! ) 6ny longer'

Donrt be dhrl 
:Burn 

four carbides and foLloli the ernergency light of 'liberatlonl

Do you reEeEber that tree stump tlrat waa outsiae the cottage last tlnd you wete ''

aow-n dheret. The one yo\r nearl'y backed youi car into? fhe ' one "that was al'ways I

srrlloundeal iy a group of uenbrlrri with'plcks anal shoveli, iuteilt on avoiding

caving at ur]y oo"tf WeU, itts outll On AGU nornirlS, Ken Pty cana in with sone :'

of th; aohlnes nornatLy fouod lurking in his Jrard - and there it was, Sone'
. . 1

The fro4t calpark wa6 leveiljl6d| next day:the 8t.s,veliwas gPread; -atrd'I understand'
that work 1s now well under'wali cbtnpletlrts the stone wall' '

In siat€rhood,

rFEE SIIJMP EONEI

BTRN1XD I S BUMP.

On the Sund'ay afteriroon folloicing
frofl the Prid.qy roatl into the Eate
a fotldwihg car. No:one was hurt,
d.enteal.

It 'nust have been
froro aqywhere, yet
and addlesses anal
in their hands??

HI;H LB'E], CAV]],{G?

Sone people.$ill even try anil turn an laster Sundsy stroII into a cavi48 triP.
one of these people 1s l,iartin Ro{e; who leports that while 1700ft up on whinn
Rigg in the take District, above ,/astleater Screes, he founal a banC of linrestone.
l,ar8e slabs anal boulders fordeil  cavit ies, anal true to forn.- ' in he went. He got
6ft underground befo.e running out of ]ight - not quite a aeplh recordl

the Aglli, while Beftaldl. Reeves wes turning riSht
of the cotta8e, bis car was hlt flon behind try
but ihe tailsate of Bernardrs 

lll 
*" 

:"ut"

Acc oriling to eye-witnesses, the ca? which caused the acciaent hE,a overtaken the

.ar inoeiiately following Bernard, not realising that Bernar'd reas sldwing 'Lown:
in front. There w.r! nothing Bcrn""riL c!u1d .1o 'but 

sit andl rait fot the tunp'



SXNI,DONS SUMPS TEST-DIVED. by Jonathan Roberts

Owint to our i,{eet Socretary getting hri,r optical focus trrong @ld lutting
rE dovrn to lead ar CG deet to S1?j.1do4a 9 (I'o sr]re f wlote l+ oritinaLly), there
we!€ onl-y l+ wsys out of this conunalrud. I oouLd: (t) lreat a leg/oi,ly'neek;
(2) plead f had too lluch work to do it! tho librarJ. and loct ryse1f in for the day;
(l) not buy the nevt wet 6uj.l, I desporslte1y neeaGd if going iio1rvn d.&np holes agairi
or ({) pretend I really neant to go to swiLilons 9 al1 the time, and hope to persuaile
a few other Lnpendint suicidees of their urgent neeal al"so to visit the furth€r
reaches of the c6ve, secludle.l fron the horales upstreeB of Suap 1-

Not hevlng a four- sided alie, I reacheal ?or my coBputer and tJ.ped
printrird(l+). Nothing happened. T switched on the computer a.nd tJrped a8aini lt
.esponcLea "sJmto.){ era.or(. !'iially I tj4)ea irintrnd(4) onbe noxe, anal got the
onswer "4rr. Best of three I thought, and promptly got "L" again. Cles.r1y the
c omputer !,anteal oe out of the $ay ths.t weekenal.

r^ crisis arose at that point: quite apsrt from the rigours of Leail ing as
far as Swilalons 9 via sr.rnps 1,2, t ,  4 and 5, I  had not yet been further than
Swildons 4 anal there were tales about swtrps l+ ana 5. Nor, aa a corollary, alid
I kno]' the bJ4)ass route avoiiling sur0p 6. There ,vas only one thlng for it - not
only haa I to go on the offibis.l n0eet; t had also to test-alive the ioute before
then. Which is what was firlaLly adhieved last DeokenA (,fpril Jrd), in the oonpany
of one scroungeil wet-suit anal two Imperiol College caverg - one of whon hadl
ventuletl thele before - finally stoppLn8 short at the top of the descent into
Swildons 7 streadway. What foll.ows is s brief ana possibly Eendacious ilescription
of sumping 2, 3, 4 ana 5, aB an appetiser for those who wish to yenture unalel8rouniL
on.lialt 15th. l,ieobers char5r of 2 an3. J can of course thrill at the alternative
route vis Blue f,enci_L.

n ^ L ^ ' , - ' r . . - { + L . - ^ ' . . ' : 1 1,"--- have been through sunp 1?? If you baveri,t, youral
better hurry up, for over th€ past year it has sil"Led sufficiently to be only
body-sized (veiy obviolrs i"f you weai a fade-mask thr6ugh the sunp), and one wonilbrs
if it ts only.tho passs,ge of cavers which now keeps it fron turiing lrito a gravel
choke. Technicalu r iot a high risk surop because of the short distance, i t  is in
oy opinion nevertheless less pleasant to di.ve then suq: 2,

. .S*p 2,.aciordlng to thpt paragori of cavin8 books Mendip Uniler8rounil
(psst - does that get ne a free l ieer, Tony?), iq 25 ft.  long ana 6 ft ,  n: ide.
Personally I have never stopped to work qut exacitl-y how long.it reaIly is, but
6l-o_vr_ steaaly pu1ls on the grriile rope have always tot jle tbrough (and tack) ,rith no
worries &bout runniig out of air. There is a technioal. risk because of the length
and the probLem of recovering the guide rope if you let go of it (solution: don,t),
but.weaFing weights, face oask anil hood.f fina it the nost confortable of a]1 the
five sunps. raraaloxically perhaps, I thi.nk it is also the most dangerous, s.s its
very roominess neans that you never knolv quite where you are in the gum! and so
cennot gauge your progresa. The only reliable clue it gives is on the tlownstrean
trip uhen you are lisble to bu$p into EL roof leike shortly before entering Swililons
,. You shouldn't $rorry when you make contact with this lsdge -instead fegard it 4s
a useful te11-+a1e, cheer (if you can unalervrater ), duck under it, ana shortly
aftei/r'a.ras you will e.oerge in J. one final point about Sutlp 2 - if you are under-
treighted, you nay break surface or feel aif above you v/hen passing Little leU
r,'rhicb is Eidway along the sunp, you will be weli aalvi6eil to ignore Littte BeIL
and carry on pullin8 the rope until youhave phJsicalljr emerged into Swildons 2
or J (depending on your direction of tr-rvel). That wsy, yru wonlt ccuse alarn
anal desponaency by failing. to @ierge when expected, nor i?j"11 you iisk carbon
alioxiile poisoning froD the ai. in the be1l.

Between suops 2 aad f ybu aae never out of the rater, teing up to your
leg ox chest continuously. You will have to aluck urdiex a roof ]ealae between
Great Bel1 and St. Johls Bel1, whick is obvious in the ilolrnstrean iirection but
not on the return: reneober on the w&y back to duck unaler where the sunp , rope
is attacheil to the wal"1. fowards 9, you will at once encounter the sump J rope



rhich leads off diogon&Uy end under"tater tortafals the ft1rthei siae of the be11,

The rope has some slack in it, an4 by holding it and r,talklng alon8 the left hand

sidc of the belf  you c.!n get as close as l r lct icable t \ r  the sunp J entry Point.

t real1y like sump J, despite its noninal J5 ft. length and 8 ft. ddpth'

as you 1!u1ys knolr  where yo- 1ro, you crc ei  h ' | .  in thc f j rst  third,  al 'scenal ing
sna probably bunping intc one or nore ledges; or in the niddle thira with your
honi l  and bo, lw rLlbbine alonE thd roof;  or ascending in the f ln l l  th ird.  So i t  is

easier to regard i t  as a cont inuous Beries of three 12 f t '  sul l ips ( fron the users
point of  v iew). The protrusions orc enQountered fron both direct ions, but fcature
nrore in the aloi'mstream direction, possibly because.the eDtry tends to be lrecipitate
end you realise a.ftenvards you should hsve dived noie ver'tica1Iy tban you actually

But it would be wrong to wo!'ry about bun-rinB into ihe led8es. 0n ni.

first ever try at sun,o J, t crashed into one, dislodged ny helmet, anil haal to
turn rounal - there '/[as enough roon. l,ess than 5 minutes fater I had successfully
free-alived it starting from scratch. Personall,y I no,ti find il a usefrrl tcctic
in both directlons to pufl s1o',rfy on the rope to begin itith, even though you may

like to be in a hurxy to 8et the J5 ft, distance over {ith, anl duck 8€nt1y under

each protrusion vrhen you bunLp, In less tine than you llna8ine you will reslise
you have nr.ade it to the n{dd1e third of the sump anal ca.n nake nore rapiil progreas.
Th- f- tnal  t i . ; rd is of  ^ourse qJr i t .  enjoFbl "s yoLr kn-.r  yor are Scing to 8el
t f  roug)^,

Sumi 4 is repured L b t . i8 i1t ,  1nl  i f  c rL1:nly n! ls ro be alprooched
in th. do'iYlstrea$ Airect:ion lyin8 ffat out in the water, whife upstrean the water
tevef nrakca it difficult to use tho fuI1 lcngth of the nvlihble airspace on 1,he
approach passege. But,. that apart, 1 personally wonder ';rhy I r?aited for Jrears
to gc ihrough lr., fo? dormstreair i,t is & mir.tu?e of sump 1 for lriEhtness (for
about the same distance) fcf lote l  for.r  sf i8ht l -y 1on8.r per ioJ bJr the'rooniness
of sump 2, .',nd thatr sa1l there is tc it - just take it slowly on the retu.rn'
journcyr ana vr'atch both vtays for the !}rin8s ,?j-661ing in the \rater. ,

Sump 5 ?ras, i t  ef i igrgec, a duck last weekeni l ,  ancl  the passage i9 l ike
two stretched : 's,  thl ts:  Z, r , i th the oaver approachlt€ faon l+ at the top fef t
corner.  The gui". ]e rope cuts accross (or rather under) the angles, and l las lots
of s lack id i t ,  so that dep€ndinB on water fcvels you can iLive the vrhole al istance
/ ^ ! ^ , +  t ^  . +  r ^ - - r l \  - / r  . +  r  - - + L \

under thc.angfes, y,)u wif l  bump lnto the wal lB of the paasage, so go slovly anal.
bob under then. The two nost worfying features of gunp S are the Things (aBain)
ana the genteel way the dexion holaing the guide lope a.b the upstreafl end iust.
restB l ight ly a8ainst the stal  rDON'T pulf  h"rd on th-r  rupe, or E] i rre rrnan Jou. .r
nl . ,y c:n. unstLck).

. n d  t h l t ' s  1 1 1  r h e  s u n p l n g  o l s t l c l e 3  y o -
Unfortunafely.  my '  . r  ,ct  sui '  has just . . rr iv.d
+ } 1 4 +  |  e  + i -  t . s +  . - Y . , r q .  , ^ n , ,

H . .  o  t -  s v c  y o r  o n  a /  l ' t h .

NE /SLXTfIR B;CIOnIMBTIS.

should encounfer en route tc 9.
\ u ! u r  u i J c J  u r  r r r r r  ! r 6 w i u /  J w

j '

Donit  forget the i , 'CC b. lcknumbers scheme described in iewsletter 150. The
inalex is wel l  into the 196OiB and proceeaing, I f  you wi l l  want any backnunbers,

. f  1iht .  i rdey . l .esF .ontact Jon lcberts as aoon , i .s nossible.

IIOT STIJ]IF .

Overhsord 1n the bar. Ber&lidl rl'tlat Ne really neea in the shower is
l _ o l  o . 1 u 3 r  h e l f i n ; . . . . .  1 i  l n  L  w  r r J  - h a r  o n c  ?



NXTENSTON TO CO1-iACE.

At this year 's AeM, a proposal for e ' Iean-to'  outside the changing-room,/shower'
area was i l lscussed, This would al fow muddy cl . thes to be disca.ded before entry,
caving gear to be hung up to dry overnl8ht,  and sone gear stored other than in
t iE bckle .oom. The idea had been raised at the HYC}, and one desi8n was
presented featur ing a bui l t -on extension two-third.s of the length of the Eastern
slde of the cottate, hal f  of  i t  roofel  over and the other half  cLosed in.  The
outsiale sink woulal  be movei l  f roo tbe rear to the side of the cottage as part  of
the proposal,  The extension would not be subject to plannini t  permission.

The meeting voted a sum of l ] lOOO (with tO6 mar6in) for the project.  The committe€
wi l l  decide on the plan to be adopted as soon as possible so that work can start
without detay. Comments from meobers on the exist ing design (shown befow), or
anJ al ternat ive proposals,  should be t iven to a committee member before the enal
of Apri l  1982.
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A FORMER isolation hospital and country
club at Chanerhouse on Mendip is being
restored to its former. glory as a field
study and leisure course centre combined
with a private members'club.

The grand Victorian manof hous€ was built by a
cerman doctor as an isolation hosphal at lhe end ot
the last century and has been in fte Shuckburgh

LDASUR' ATID PLEA;URE

FIEIDWORK CENTRX

by Angela tsrennan

lr.o the {efls Journ&I.
Reprinted by courtesy of the Mial-sonerset

Series of Nervspapers.family for the past seven years.

Th. n.w !.ntur. nbcins run TTh. n.w !.ntur. nbcins run T
by Msrk Shucl6urSh; *ho hat I
ju't coFplct{ ! bu'in.ss I
ltudid coure, .ld l$ brorhd-
inlaw David Nivcn. *ho hd
b.cn ! s@ial workd. fo. I0

They arc conacouaring on a
eidc varidy of courss .nd
David said lh. objet was lo
c...r. g comfo able Plac!
whcre p€opt. @uld r.l4 and I

Thc fidrcotrB otr oflcr eiu
b€ on Bnds lnd wildlif. and
fic iclfoclorr will bc tso
sck;o*kde.d M.ndip qildtif.
.xp€rts, Bill Eurch.r .!d Dous

ll vill slsn on Ap.il 8 and
will ccupy thc whol. E8t{
{ekend, givirg su6rs a
ch,nc. ro l.arn sbolt thcbirds
of sprioe whil. relding in rhe
info.mal atnosph.r. of a
countryhousc.

The wckcnd will nan Pith
an inkodlctory .v.ning aId
will includc s ldgc aoounl of
ticldwork, rhc ptcdur. ofbirds
- rhcir flight, plumag., sots

Tbos. raking pan *ill b.
able to enjoy lhc datn cborus
beforc taling brakrasl and
fi.n rakeo in.rh. d.ning to
hmr sonc ol lhe d.liahlful
feathcr.d nadv6 and vtnoF

AU thc cours. les lak. into
account a full w4k or eek€ld
accommodarion otfering luu
board in thc @uniry wek€nd

BALLOONING
Balloonins k anoth.r

holiday fi. two youtrs dcn
hope sill tal. ofi in 60r. *aY3

David says this would b€ thc
mo$ .xpcnsivc cours. th.Y
*ould run bul it sould inclu<t.
sevcral days b.lloonine wnh
rhcCiru$ Balloon School.

Hc said: "Thc id.a is thar
afi€r one nighr h.re rhc p.oplc
ineolv.d sill rakc olf in the
balloon md drop irb a
counrry pub for lunch beto..
nyim ofi ror anolhcr hot.l rhal
c!.nins. Thc balloon will
.v€ntually rcturn h.r€.

Th. No havc also bookcd
rhr cxpert Pacick Moo.. ro
blk abour astronomy. Mt.
Moor. irs. slrong sssociatton
{irh Charterhousc obsdatorY
which h. opcned scvc.zl Y.ais

In Junc the hous. will bc
tudEd ov.r ro a weklong
dramscou6c and a {ak.nd of
pkyernins siv.n by th.

dircctorofrh. thearr. school !l
Mo.lcy Collq. lnd tornerly
ol lhe Royal Coll.Sc of
Dramatic A.t, Mr, Roy

Thc dr.na cou.s. will covcr
! {id. rans. of actins
tcchniqlca and probl.ns.
h.lpinS thi acror to d.velop his
or hcr voic., body and

Tn. playsritinS cours.
includ6 an .EniDarion of
tehniqu. fo. lhos. who nay
be .rp.ri.nciq some probleo
in rh. developncnt ofrh.craft,

Landscapc pa in l ing  is
.noth.. topic offcrcd as bolh a
wat and v.ekcnd study,

WEALTH
'rakins rhc cour* will b.

Pctcr Coatc eho hd .rhihn.d
wirh rhc Royal Acadedt. thc
London Oroup and th. New

Mr. Coate ir pcrhaps berrc(
known in rh. Som.rsel aiea as
thc found.r oa thc Mcndip
Painrins C.nrc .1 Rickford.

Th. couse will coneororc
on oil and *atcrcolonr and
uclcon.s all painrcs who wish
to.njoy rh. w.ahh ofbeautiful
.lbjct nater in lh. Some6.t

Pholq.aphy is ako bcin3

rc.lurcd and 1hii vill bc 6l.n
by a 8ndut. of rh. Royal

. Coll.s.ofAn, Brian Trcncrry,
PhotoSraphy in 1hc ticld and

practical pholography . lor
. bqinn.rs Pill be lhc subjcts of
rhc cou.se and ir will
d.moneratc whal dd bc don.
in thc darkroon 10 improrc
what com.sourof ft.M.ra.

Naturally, bcin8 in thc nid$
oi such beaurilul counuysid.,
rh. ccnr. {ill br offcring
couB6 wh.r. pcoplc can jlst
.njoy lernin8 about fi.
Mcndips and ns pl.asur.s.

Th. whole opc..tion will bc
a r{o man busin.ss so if you
rhink rh. wair.r, barmao,
podcr dd rcc€pliontl look
similar, rh.y arc probably au

M.rk will bc conccnratine
on rh. businds sidc or th.
v.ntur. and David on ih. day-
r o - d a y  r u n n i o a  o f

SPACIOUS
Tlc sctrins for thc cllb is

b.&u(iiul, wi$ a lons d.ivc
rnrouh tr€s and now..s
lcadins to thc ftorit doo!.

Thc Mlnor oaletr roon for
36 gus$ and thc r.stau.anr
can ralc 40 pcoplc. Thd. is a

spa.iols and .onfortablc bd,
r @ltail b.r sd ! r.sid.nts'

Darid str.ss.d i would nol
jusl bc a drinting club bur
som.wh.rc p.opl. €ould drop
in, provid.d thcy arc m.obeB,
and cnjoy th. racilni* on

"To n.mb.rs wc a..
ol|crin3 s l0 pd cenl discount
of, all lh. coursd and of cours.
rh.y will bc ablc 10 cat in $c
rcsrauran( and cnjoy thc bd,"

Futur. plans bdnr look.d at
includ.Ihe addition of a l.nnis
coun and lh. convcrsion of thc
golf pavilion inro a conf.r.nc.

David said: "wc ar.
op.rstins . conm€rCial vcnture
bui w. ar. not being mer.cnary
about  n ,  Most  oa  rhc
renovations w. !r. doins
oursclves. ln fact rc arc
pultinS c!.rything into il and
wc hop. it wiu b.lun."

Full ddails ol couB6 and
D.mbc6hip3 qn b. obhin€d
fron th€ Charl€rhouse Manor
Club, Cha.t.rhous., n.ar
B lagdon.  Thc  te l .phon.
nuobois Bla8do. 62262,

Dalid said: 'W. hopc
p.oplc will be itrlcr.st.d io
what w. rr. tryiB ro do."

Th. Mtnor Eous C.utrrr Out, Ct.rt.rno@, wht ! ir b.inr tud.d ln(o ! n.r fl.ld d kndr.



LINES IIPON II]E SUDDN.I AND UNPIECDts{ED ILLNESS hI]IClI OI]ERCAIE
}4R. GREGORY SMTI}I DURING 1TIE 1982 ANNUAL DINNM OF I}IE MB.IDTP
CAVING GROUP by Jolrathan Wotdaworth
(Conposed 1804, ?rjolished 1807, Itound of drinks bought 18.10)

I sat down bloated as a toad
tlat squats on tow rddsr nrirurowsr gi11s,
flhen aLl- at once I6aw and crowed,
rrA host, of golden daffodils'r;

Beside the wine, beneath the fights,
Elticir€ in thei-r wabery bights.

Delicious a-s saJdines in brine,
And celery on the saLad tray,
they stretched ill neverendjng line
Along the r€om and window bay,
Ten thorisand eaxr 1 at a glance,
(lhougb drirk had set nV eyes to dance).

The w'jnes beside then danced; but they
out-did the sparkliJ]g wines in taste:
A caver could not be but gay
Nor 1et choice food be left as waste:
I ate - and ate - but little thougnt
l/trat state the flowerE to rF had brcugitt I

For of't, when on rV couch I lie
With tortured trnil and bilious rpod,
They fLash before the outward eye
l,lhich is the bliss of ouke Ltr-spewed;
And then the rooul 1trith siclg|ess fills -

Ahd hr'l f-.,1i da<ta.l rlaff^/ii 1e
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SECONDHAI\DNIC1GI CADI!IU'I,{ CELLS by Tony Knibbs,

For severaL years seconalhand nickel cadlrtrium (Nioad) ce11s have been available fron
cavihg equipment suppliers, soLd either as sindLe cells or as pairs fitted. into
gutted lead acid battery c&ses anal supplied as cooplete cs,plamps, The avaiLabil,ity
of thes ce11s is sooewhat erratic and the ran8e is normally lioited to two sizes -
10 anpere hour (Ah) and 20 Ah capacity. The latter is the nost popular because
they nost nearly match the size of the two corDpartEents j.n an oldlan or'dxiale
battery case,

These Nicaii cells are usually described as beine ex-liinistry of Defenc€. Suppliers
seeB unable to offer much info?mation regariling the ce1ls apart from quoting an
Ah capacity (erroneously ii the case of the 20 Ah ce]1) and a recoEnended char8in8
rate.

Ilaving been long interesteal in the maqy and varieil forms of rechargeable cell-s
suitatrle for cavine use, the acquisition of a caplanp fitted with ex-lioD Nicad
cefls promptea sone investigation. In this art icle I offe. sone connents concelning
the lnsta11ation, operation andl maintenance of these celIs.

The connlents a!p1y specifically to the tJDe of ce1]- use] in oy caplaEp and the way
j-n ,vhich they were fitteal. However, there are soi0e universal truths involvea which
are r.levut to ani/ situation where ex-: CD !,IiCaaL ceI1s are useal to power a ca.ving
caplanp.

To rele€.se the battery lid of ny larBp, it ,vas necessary to renove a special screw
frcn one end. A special tool is normally.useal for.this, but a paix of circl ip
pliers did the job, I hacksan cut across the screw headl enabled an ordinary
screwdriver to be used thereafter, \ow why did the supplie. not do this simple
operation anal aave me neeilless trouble.

L str ip of 5nnn foam neoprene was pflced across the celI tops to combat the real
d.an8er of Bho.t circuitiag across the terninals. The cells were a very sloppy
fiL in Efe b'rttery case r-nl ,voull  "ertainly move e.rsi lr ,  i f  the cos" suffere1 any
shock while in ihe invertei l  posit ion, I thicker foam str ip and 3 t i8hter instal l-
-at icn of the cells is strongly aaLvisable.

lly lanD had no fuse fitted, but it now has a 2.C ^. fuse in the iriring inside the
battery lid, This onission could LL1Ve been serious. The tro Nicad ce1ls installeil
can deliver 1.0 krif of power on short circuit - enough to nrake an ac.identally
crusheal cable i.nto a nemorable occurrence,

The cells are SAI? seni-open V016lcl tJ.pe r.ith nickel plated steel eases; tJrpe anal
serial nunrbers are staq)ed on the cell tcp plates. Contacts are provided by two
8nm thresdeal studs vrith nuts anf sprin8 washers, The positive contact is cles.rly
identi i ied by a re4 plastic,rasher.

The cel] top also carries a gi.€en screw-in plastic vent plue rlth a hexagonal
aecess in the top to a11ow removal uaing a ilctric ilfen i:ey. Internal gas pressure
above 0.5 bat (7.25 psi) is released vi.a a rubber sleeve, hence the . lescript ion
rsemi-openr. The batterxa should be kept upright ?hen not in use anc during charging
to avoid leakage of efectrolyte. Vent plugs should not be renoved othef than for
the purpoae of toptring up the electrolyte.



Although t'etalLed as 20 Ah' these ce11s are rated 6t 16 Ah by the dsnufacturers '

io*"u.i, th"i. ratlng applies to a dischaPge ctrrent of 16'0/' and l7r5 hours

br.lt.nine tlme rras obt;in;d using the 2,5v {,ol' bulb fltted to give 1J'5 Ah ddpacity

froa a fulf chsrge.

Ttle nonlhal volt€ge of each cel-L is 1.2V. They reach approxioately 1'45V afte! a

ir.,ff "it*g" and aie regarileil as discharged on falling to 1'0V' A constant voltage

chareer sf,ould provido between 2.8 abd 2.W for a pair of these cells cohnected in

";;il;. F"; of'us have tbis tJape of cha.Sing facility; loost charters are of the

constant crlrrent twe witb sone control over f,hb anpere l'ste appliedl'

The norDal recoBoenaeal charging rate is 1'61 for 14 hours ft'oB a futly discha"Sed'
(t.OV per ce1I) condit ion. 

-noiever, 
ouch faster chargif lS t imes ale perElssl-b1et

but careful control is €ssential. ior example, a current of 8A can be applled
until the cell voltage reaches 1'55 (or for a r0axinun of 2.5 hours), followed by

4.0 hours at 1'6A. After chargi48, the ce11s shouldl whenever poseible be left
stanaing Lpri8ht for 24 hours before use'

AB an e*anple of charge retention' a ceIl wilf yield 8@ of its rEtod capaoity
after J no;thr s storate ai 2cpC. Better retention is obtaineal at lower temperatures'

There is no satisfactory way of iud8in8 the st€te of oha!8e of a Nicad cell. If
in aoubt, the cells shoulcl be discargedl to 1'0V (or until the li6ht output
noticeably dlims ) before giving a fulL charge.

?he electiolyte is a solution of potassiuB hydroxide (fJH) in Aistillea water;
It is alkaline and hi6h1y corlosive, particularly to the skin. Regular toppiog
up with dlstilLed vrater is required, ideaUy at evory chargilrg operation over the
first few nonths of use to observe the rEte of water loss. The electrolyte 16ve1
ehould not be allowed to fa11 beyond a point st wllich rnoie than 15cc of AistiLled
'lrater is required to b.ing the level- up to 12mD! belor the vent plug seat.

Addlint nater is best ilone using a sJEinge to whicb a rubbor stop has been fitted
to acctrrately place the end of the neealle 12nn below the fillint hole. The correct
techr-ique is to add water until lrithdra'tl of the sJrringe plunter ilravrs up water
followeal by ai.r bubbles.

SATT recomdlend that topplng up is dlone near the end of a charSlng sequence when
the electro\rte is et its oaximum level as bubbles of bydrogen andl oxygen are
being l i lerated.

General aaintenance requirei0ents are liEi,ted to keeping the cel1 tops clean andl
coated v,rith petroleun ieuy (vaseline) using a small paint brush. Because water
r_i1l inevitabl.y enter the battery box when cavin8 in wet conalitions' it would be
wis€ to reoove the celLs occasionallJ to check for anJ rust. Any cleaning aequired
shoulal not be tlone using ar ccid; a plastio ablasive pad nay be used.to !€move
stubbom aleposits. 'xash off w:ith c16an'rater, au.ow to dry, then apply Vaseline.

llith care and regular na.intenance, ex-i{oD Nicad ce11s shou}dl last for several
years of caving use. Suppliers cannot be sure of the service history of the
cetls that they offer; but they can, anil alo, carry out a vlsual inspection anal
check the available capacity of each cel1, Inaieeal, taere is 1ittle eLse which
can be done to est€blish the colldition of the oe1ls.

I have nuoerous rnanufacturers l-eafLets andl operating instruclrions for SI,IT, V-IRTA,
BEREC, AlC,LD, ana CYCLA, Nicad ce1l.s. These are avalLable an Loan to any ne$ers
who are intelested. in deeponing their confusion on this subject.


