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I THE BLUF RI0GR HOUNZATS, OF. VIRGINIA

During this summer's holiday, we managed to peirsu'adé “the -rest of “the party
that a visitto a.show cave or two was essen‘tml. The mein area of caves closeto
our Toute was the Blue ERidgs Natlonal Park, V:li‘?ln]ﬂ. From names’ Like: ‘Shénandoah Caverns
Smoke Hole Caverns R Forb:.dden Gaverns 3, Onondagé. Ca.ve 5, Ve chose Luray Ga‘.verns and
Skyline Gaverns.

. Luray ﬁa.verns l:Le at sha.llow depth in 'Cave Hlll' a short dlstance west
of the town of Luray. -The cave is enhtered on the west’ side of' the’ ‘hi11, by &a° sta.lr
way leading down frim the entrance lodge. The cave lies bencath the &céntral pa.rt
of the hill, extend:l.ng almost all the way underneath -to the northwest side where
one of. the rooms misses a oonnectlon w:Lth a ‘sink hole on the surfa.ce proba.bly by
_less 'bhan a dozen i‘eet The oaverns é.re ‘well" deeorated a.nd the ‘main iourlst dttract
1on is"a | stalagt:l.te orga:n' in-which stalagtltes in g ‘large chamber have Beern timed
to aot a.s ‘resonators for an’ eledtron:l.: orga,n, For anyone ‘interésted in a detallea.
descrlpt:l.on of ‘theé system We hs.ve a copy of' ‘Geology of Luray Ca.verns, Vlrglnna’
Heck and Durloo (19?2), V:Lrg:l.nla. D1v1310n of Minera.l Resources. o : :

The second eave we visited was Skyline. Ga:erm;; 'MuRoyal, whi6h were
discovered in. 1937 . follomng surface, surveys. Thexmain attraction, (e.part from the
gu:Ld,e) _yere the Anthodite formations - similar’ to clumps of"calc:.te grass (to. be.
.shown in a forth com:l.ng sl:Lde even:s.ng). -\:“-' R L

Ne:.ther cave seemed to be' pa.rt of a known 1arge sys{:em_, _the show ca.ve cove
er:_ng around ha.lf the passages :Ln each case. Th:Ls seemed to be typ::.cal of‘ the area.
6th were worth a v:l.s:Lt though ' '

Jan: McKechnle ) a.nd Geoff‘ Ba.rton. B





