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Kephallenia is the larg
est of the Ienian Islands, but
curiouslir the least commercialised,
It lies off the West Coast of Greece
about 100 miles ssuth of Cerfu and
has been feabured at least twice
by the Media: once by the B.B.C.
in the series 'Werlds without Sun!

- and once in the magazine 'Natiomal
Geographict, The phenomina attribu
ted to the Island is that water
from the sea sginks at the western
end at Argostoll and re-appesrs 15
miles to the east as risings in the
gea, Since the rising water is
virtually fresh, the underground
gtreams must be complimented by
sources inland,

Although several expeditions in

the past, notably the French and Austrians

bad failed to find significant lengths
of pedsage, the last trip by Englishmen
(John Cotay et al) reperted that large
parts of the inland area remsined wn
explored, mainly because of the thick
undergrowth covering the island.With
the whels island cemposed of limestene,
and the central upland areas rising to
over 1600 metres, prespects for large
discoveriess seemed good., The available
evidence was enough to cenvince us

(and the B.L.R.A . awards committee)
that ancbher expedition would be worth
while,

The Expedition

In the latter half of July 1980
John Miriam, Don Voesper and Greg Smith
joined a group of cavers from the North
and flew to Athens from Catwick, Even
though weight had to be kept to a minimum
most members of thel3 strong party mana
ged personal S.R.T. gear and 200 feet of
rope each, together with nerml caving
and bivi gear,

Once on Kephallenis, our first
job was to get to know the lecals, and
to visit the museum at Argostoli, where
we had contacts, By hiring a V,W. Basetle
with our grant we were able to cover
most of the Island, and ferry perties
to survay the most interesting areas,
Inevitably we had to start very early
iﬁ the morning and do mest of our walk
ing befere the heat of mid-day.
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After practically three weeks of searching the hills and valleys we

Gra 980

Searching

came to the comciusion that there were ne caves of any impertance on Kephallenia,
other than these already knewn around the area of Sami: evidence from the lscals
alse supperted this conclusion, The terrain was extremly difficult to traverse
because of thick bush and prickly scrub. Virtually all the valleys and: plataux
were terraced and cultivated in the typical mediteranean sityls and we guessed
that any natural sinks that might bave exiaieé were now filled in, The heavy
rainfall { typically 30 inches per annum ) oceurs during the winter menths and
rus directly off the mountainsides without sinking underground, therefore the
plains of Omala and Semi become saturated and act as patural reservolrs,
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The '_Gaves R

The eﬁves around Sami ap')eqr tc be remnant.s % G“l anclont ft-::q:illzed
aysten,. Karxy dll siar‘u Wlth an 111115)"83“:3.‘3‘0 enbra ee 5. pro’r‘ably roaf LO.LL’!paO, -and -
aach enda abrup-aly in a clear doep sump, vr:d:h tz_rtually no c.pon paasape leng'uh,

Descmptl.ms 8o’ as follm.rs(,

KARAVOI&EE‘L(S - Water resuggea ft‘om a flooded cave :Lnbo a shallcw pmburosque*L!rq
v with uverliok:lng *'estauranta The' wa’sm rushes through & mill - race at Jobe opposite
end of the lake, stralgh‘b 1nto the sea . o :.f_'_;;‘_:"_ ST

4

DRCNGABATT -I—“An :unpresfsmve phow r*ave w1th ntairway 30 metre:::’éeep to a 1arge J-:- j’z
ck‘“mber 95 me'bres 1=:zng, 45 mehres wide and 21 me'bres hlgh. The chamber :Ls g bl

decorated vri'uh many Jarge- speleothems ’ many of whlch haveé. béen hrokon, apparently

by an drate’ caVé gulde after be:.ng sacked! S e
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MELISANI i Another show cave whl"h is i effécth” a 1arge flooded ‘ehatiber 160, me‘l,res"{"?
long and 30 metras wxde w;'.th an. opsning. to the sur‘face Tha public are Jcekcn in-

beats around the chamber across crystal elear, bracki&.h watcr _orer 29 mebres deep.':;:“
The. cave. has. been dlved by the Austrians (as feaﬁured :Ln ﬂnf&rlds W:l:bhou'b Sunt)

with 11'Li-le result., . ':.: RS B '
ZE'RVAT I - This cave, is: inlapd from the rezv-zc‘gances al’ Karavmnyl o Aan& is ano’cher
jarge co.’l"lanaed c,l.auber contalnmg Twro bmcklsh wahEr Lﬂrcs Bo‘bh ]ﬂkuﬁ Exave been
qiwed by the Austrinfie: *ore Ieads to another . large clamber with no ex.u.us, and thé' ;
obher is - blesked passage full of submerged s’ba_acurbeu,

THEWD GROUS -~ A spec’cacu.hr en‘hrance. A pluch '8 ightly less tt‘ﬁn 33 me’crea, drops
on a greal rubble slope, covered with smll trees (makes abseiling in shorts
peinful), The termiral lake contains eels which are peculiarto Zewrvati smd Mslisant

" ELOUSA - Very large, free — climuabBle crater roughly 150 metres in dismetsm, A
dengorous, sloping pltch in one corger leads to z sump 30 metrea lower,

FROBROUSCT —~ Two parallel shefts which ere extremly unstable and terminmte in 7i-
large lakes,

ANGAIACTI ~ The only cave explored which had any sort of open horezontal development

The tree lined entrance pit, 3C metres deep to the top of a mossy, rubble cone,

is very herd to find, he end of the come ends in a large sump whilst at the obther

aide a passage leada off across a stalagmite floar end waist deep Inke to a guano choke,



To gum up: Kephallenials a nice place s shame abotit the caves Though,: -
Ubher meubers of the expcdltlon were:i~ Kev and Margeret. Millington, Stun and Ann
Rlicdesy Ray and Jed'z Lonsdale, Ian ;russley Garol PurneL Roy Roebuck (all NP:C.)
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o Cu,eg and John should be domg a sllde show of the Expedi’_c.i;j:;agukq;%_"_()whein;qohnzhagl___
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