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“We 'saw a great deel of the Moravsky Kras. “H; ThlS is.a,

s Jurassic plemeau.‘f Thexprincipal features are two deep valleys.-f§

The™ Pusty zi1eb-and” the:suchy zleb. : , These .twe: valleys:carry the..
two rmain roads" ‘BCTOSS the plateau whlch meet conmenlently, ate : o

" Skalni nlyn.

We also dld a felr amount of eeV1ng.w1th Mlke v181t1ng some

of the ®naller numbered- caves. . -  We-also. SaWy sonethlng of--the work

carried out by one: of:the professional. caving “elubs, ; - They were.,
construstingas vunnel »from the Pusty" zleb: 1nto the, lower pessageswof
Amaterska Jaskyne, . This: System is the largest in.Moravia.,. .With;a

“fow link-ups it .is’ potentially. the. second - largest in Burope; w1th a.

possible’ 80km of pessage.r? Unfortunately, :access: to.the. cave is. very
tightl¥ controlled and is-adninistered by the Unlver31ty of Brno-
With theé chaos of: the impendihg Congress;if was not pOSSlble to - O teln
the necessary authorisation for a visit. : =

SRR  During our sight-seelng fHours we:v151tedfa 1ocal Qrout farm;
which 'we though#t! -wasi one. of ‘theibest werhad iseen. .Best; of; A1l
though, was ‘the Tew dozen: fat: trout -that Mike.wag eble to scrounge for
an evening ‘barbeque. This .took -place &~ bib, 1eter than‘planned
LTteT we had met:up with a local- cav1ngmclubrend were‘somewhat delayed
over a -swift half, The lateness of the hour was demonstrated by .the
fact that we had to go round and get most of the other guests out of
bed

(:

.. The trout were split in two, gutted, filled with Hﬁtter end

;ndlpped in cerroway seeds.‘,‘~ “They were then«reedy for roastlng over
the bonflre on..the end of. @ stlok. F The fieb were conSuned w1th e
vast anount of beer. ' TR ‘_ S M;A,nm“”i” ?” i
Rudickeho Propadanl BT Conded jv;h'mht"iaé‘égl:jf‘**'

Thls Jdlarge cave is situated in the -tree, covered hllls neer‘
Rudlce, someway.South-of Skalni mlyn. noB G As qplte seperete from .
the ‘main Moravian ‘drainage of- Sloup Bila. Voda ~ Punkva Systen.

: On a:hot-and. persplrlng‘sort of.qay swe . drove up: 50 A,
timber yerd .with Mike, - “After sone: while. stomplng through the
forest we came to a sunny clearing in the trees.)h At the head. oﬁ
the . clearlnp stood.a small wooden chalet where we met "Malcolm and
Wolly™ frow Speleologicky Krouzek, the local. club responlble -for .0
the dlscovery ‘and. exploration ‘off the cave.s i - Phe.woodland:-

ﬁheedquerters was: greatly used by the iclkulr durlng exploratlon. fj;fl

Since those” "days, expbrationchad ‘eceased: iand, digging-was no longer ..
fedsible with a two day return trip to the end w1thout ~Qoing any

“work therels - .

Well, we dldn t have: two- daysso we. changed repldly.,“'More

'feccuretely, our ‘Czeéch friends changed:rapidly.putting on -2 boiler—.-

suit overitheir clothes @and pullirng on. thigh waders... We thought -

thls ‘was reallyistart caving, and: struggled into our-wet: SUltSo;{ﬁp
© . Ve entered: the cave through ‘a:dry tube, one. of many holes

in the groteésquely sculptured cliffs above a. slugglsh'streem.;,.mhe

s8trean dragged itself some way- pest the- entrance -to disappear in.

foam and spray deep in a-cleft in the c¢liffi.,. The entrance serles
was a roony rift some 150m. deep and varying in width from one,
metre to ten. Descent of the rift was achieved by a-String- of

fixed laddérsy v ‘Most of ‘these.were!made:of irough: $Himber:and were

wetiand ‘slippery.. . The :last~and longest ladder was of steeliand-

'-dropped the flnel twenty netres to the streamway., T F ot e 1T
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Durlng our trek along the strean we met numerous wooden -
laddetsil ~4<TWdch onedggcmed:to:bé congiderabily more difficult
thanfths obstacleif was intended to:by-=pass.:” The. flnest of -these,
though 1ot s scended” thede? days, is. @ feature: of:the: cavey mlt;iS,ﬂT
a laddéy erected byithe: Tirst!expolorersiforty years:agod.: The. .
passage of time and the constant drip of cave water has left a: petrl-
flé&ﬂstalagmsts puzzler forifTuture geomorphologists. oz

AL "‘Wststruggled“up ahd:down sliny. wooden: 1adders,;andubslancsd
our-Wa'y ‘along Jommod baulles ofl timberii-<: Bwery: so often:a warning.
from MiketU'atrehbion, abtention™ ag we: cavortedufromvapalr.of steel .
w1re§‘slung=acrcss & black bobtomlessiTake, ;" The, caye was arranéed
_more; on- the” Iine8~of-smlarmy assault colibse; with: tlmbers and,; wires . on
eVPry ‘Streteh’ whichs wight otherwisse havé been &3bit oo easy.. . oo
Perhaps~ 2117 thiese’ Vaids ' were for' thel Yenefit of the. Czech. style
< ysderieaviert 4o¢ The black bottomless.lake which. we. sweated across
turnsd out later to be knee deepsy - vot e ld Do v

srel Gugd Teast! we ipeaidhicd cas cfaras we were: going,: 1boutwone thlri
alonglthefstream andiia.li'stance offabout ‘one:kilonetre,:excluding -
"side: passagés anﬂ detouns ! o By coincidénce the :water here: was.”@al
thléh deepd © This 1s‘3ustfone melstriction. to the wader caver. .-
Anotho%‘we found was"™ splltslng your wqder and gettlng :a leg full of
ﬁ“wa$§r~f“’r"““’*,”TW FCa Wi U T N S O RS R I eI L TR 4
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- Slnce abandonlng work An the 1mp0331ble Rud Ckeho Propadanl
‘xhe;bpeleolorlcky Krouzekrhsd turncd “their. attentloﬁ‘to the resurgence
at Bycil Sksla, some 4 ki away from ‘the’ sink "as- the*bat flles, w1th
1% km. separating the ends of the two caves. Heré, Detween Krtlny
and Ldamov thé club have thelr new. hoqdquarters gustfa\shors walk
from the cave. T

Ahd{'“There/are»an £8¢t “two ‘daves here at Byci Skedd., or .Bulls'
Rock’ “Phe leftihandtentrsnco d's rdrty and roonmy, and waswthe scene.
of a nuober of*srohscologicalkdlgs during -the ilast ceéntury. . The:
prlnclpaliflnds inédludeéd Ve’ nurber of ‘magnificent bronzes and the
remains ofmass himdn ‘sdcrifices .- Today thc.cave-if used for the
storagc of" heavy digging equlpmcnt.u- ot AT

PR s " LiThe dig ‘we ‘were & visit wasxlﬁ'the rlght hsni cave, Tk
section’ cﬁ dry roory ‘padsage led to a:deépilake some 100w across. .,
This ml?ﬂt Lisve .been an obstacle, but.now-it ‘can be.crossed.on a i-
large steclfooab«J ~iMoré walkingondthe.far side of. the-lake. and we'
wére gt the "wark' face abowut ione- kllometre fromi-the entrance i ;ggrf

Ve cAUpdriansdt airline had been laid- through: the cave and Fise
used to power pnoumatlc drllls. £ conveyor belt is used to remove
sp01l fron-thd work: face; .. “:The" compressor is stored inithe old
archaeolo fleals dlg*andwls;brought out onceia month.for masgive. dlgblng
sesgiions. »1 At .the: bime ofitour ¥isitia drive: wassbolng attemp ed
through ‘solidvréek follow1ng arfault: line;in an-attempt to:by-.. ass J
a meaﬁderlnb sump. 2 . We'fouhd the.work face ready «1tilled: awaltlng -
expbsive s Tl THE facéswas six feet ‘high and five feet wide. A ~—
dozén Ehot=HoTles. had‘been‘drllled*each about nlnc feet: deep and. wlle -
enoﬁgh el loa% w1th your army iAo cE tarie 0 e sy e
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suow biffter ddrivisit” to By01 Skalaswelbid our. farewells to Maleolnm'
and "Wolly% aad~the rest! &f£.their: group and:- downed: -our beers,,bld,
another round of farewells;: downed ‘another round:of -beers,:drank. the
health-of someone's daughtcr... said goodbye... drank the health of
the club president's car.. Bid another round of fareWclls....downed y ‘
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drowned around a beer...around another beer...and somehow woke up
back at Skalni-mlyn, _

The next morning we drove Bast to the High Tatras where
we did a bit of walking before being forced out by the crowds,
Then South to the Low Tatras which are being developed as a skiing
resort., Here we took in two more caves the Demanoska Slobody
(freedom) Jaskyna and the Dobsinska L'adova Jaskyna, - The Latter
is an ice cave.(The different spelling is Slovak rather than Czech).

And, then home via Prague and the border town of Cheb where
we couldn't find an extinet volcano, but did find an exhibition
of petrified tree trunks we weren't loocking for. Then our last
plate of stew, a full tank of petrol, and another attempt at
cerossing Germany without stopping. _

EEE_EEQ Pete Mathews.





