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POTHOLING- REVOLUTION etc Cont/....

I~e~ tà -the floor of the cavern through -a wate±’falt aild
Hr. Huxtable was nearly half way down the rope ~heñ it melted at
its anchor point on the àurface. : :. :

Hr. Jack Picku~, of Ingleton, leéder bf the- OdveRos~cüe
Organisation said last night that abseiling had “burst on the-----
potholing scene-in a big way” in the last six months; -

“Potholing isnow going through a revolutibn:~hereladiers.:
are tending •to di-s~pppear. Abs3iling saves time. Itereates a
faster drop. Ropes are compartively cheap compared to ladders and
lighter -to carr~r.. - - - . ~-- •:-

lir Pickup added “People don’t understand the sudden stress
applied to a rope when you suidenly brake when abseiling”.

Hr. Huxtable and. his four friends intended to meet under
ground: seven other mQmbers of the, cl~ who had entered. via the Ear
Pot entrance to Gap~ng Ghyll and then climb out that way.

It was by the Bar Pot route that his body was brought out
on Saturday night in an operation which involved about 130 members
of cave rescue teams.

- Hr. Huxtábie who was working for a PhD in marine biology,
lived ifl Chambercombe -Park, flfracombe., Devon. He, was described as
an expérienàCd ~otholer and; climber. -~;. - -~
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PAUL E~SiER t~HORIAL. LECTURE.

Lt 8.l5pm Wedhesday February .19th 1975 — Bristbi universitj:
D. Robertson on -survival af~er Shipwreck. . : —
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CZ.thCHOSLOVAKIA

- I have had this. ätticle for -hearly:a year.hbw ~nd thought
it was tim to use it, especially as the~, Grokip- Expedition is to
Czechoslovakia this year. Owing to its len~thIhaVe.decided’to-
split it up- over two: Editions ,. hoping -this will ~not detra~t from-:.
its 4uClity; -I must apoio~ise for the lack of-~~- accents .oi~ the
place names.

An account of a visit made in 1973:,. a week or~.two before
the. International Congress. .. La.st..Lugust .Bil:l Jones,- Peter Nath:ews
and Don Vosper set off for the middle o-f.Czechoslovakia: a much.
depleted party from the originalonc:of eleven. - . ~

Grossing the Channel at midnight, with a- brimming tank of
petrol,. we hurried through Belgium hqping- to .gain sufficient - ..-

momentum to carry us through ‘Gorma’ny,-:-where.. ic~ hoped- not to discover
-the cost- of petrol.-- - Curiosity about: the- .derivation.-:of names of : -~

campsiteC led us off in search- of --ramp -Hohte ‘ICablino the last -,

camping -place before the Czech border. ~ -~ .neax’Cd the camp.—stbe
ww -rounded- a bend in the road- to be- confronted- by a.n:tincredible
-mountain :~f gleamin~,- -white kaolin clay-, at -the fOot: of which lay
the- Camp,’ -it was mid afternoon, very hot and. -the place was packed:
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“‘~‘Cz~choslovakia — Cont/...~

solid; a few skiers slid down. the hot.whiteç. slopes of the mountain.;
and.we sljd.on our way.. - ,:~- .

And., so we motored on to find avery small, pleasant- sitq’’.*
liste~4n:noae -of-the books, and whiohreally. was the last before
the..border.~;’. H H .... ..

The.. Lan& of:. Knédlicky and Bbambory-.- .

Crossing the frontier and. completing visa formalities took
sour.,) ‘two hours; S -bit longer ‘than the five riinutes fiat tithe old’
days before the Russian Invasion, but, by now it was time for lunch
an] we roll~d to a halt outsidq a sun, drenched restaurace. We
found a careful deliberation ovcr the average menu was rather point
less. The only real choice boiled down to whether you have
knedlicky (dumplings) or brambory (potatoes) the rest always turnM
out to be o’ne sort or other of stew.

The first cave we visited was the show cave of Konepruska,
nCat Beroüh, &~thall town on the ~ to Praha. The- cave iS the
longest, in Bohemia, snd. was discovered halfway up the f~be ,during
qua rryirig opcrnt ions.

Ani, then on to Praha,- or Prague, where we planned to camp
and meet up with Graham Gregory,- but -he never turned up,’- ~ch&’
evening was ~ent in..the dea~est rest~urace in town. And, it must.
be explained here that~mihimum curreficy restrictions ii~ Czechoslovakia
require one to spend a minimum amount each day. ~e. found it quite
difficult to keep up the average just camping and caving. It
didn’t help much spending our mOtley-on beer; it was about two pence
a pint:

Noravsky Kras. ,

From Praha we motored South to Brno .befbre .headingzto
Bianskond the village qf Sloup. We :stayed. in the-chalet camp here
fOr one night, and visited thp spectacular Hacocha: Chasm, which is;,
138~ deep.

The following day was ?Ionday, and time for calling in at
offices of the Moravsky Kras, who we wrote to before leaving London.
After lots of phone calls and tr~pp to various offices round town
we eventually met up with Nirosla~-Cechak, who was better known as
Hike and Jindrich Kvasnicka, known as Henry. Henry spoke very good.
German and quickley.. organised things; ~we’follo’wed :him back to their
field cc;entr at .Skalni—mlyni, where we. ~canped for the rest ±of our ::-:

stay. But, it was Hike, with his painstaking English, who looked
afterrus ~for’most:,of the; time:. It- tODk quite a*fe’w. days ~for us ‘to
appreciate that:~ the~head warden-of -the- Horav~ky Kras. National
Park — we could not understand how anyone who did so little and
consumed so much beer could be in charge of anything, but there it was.
As he put it when asked what his job entailed, “I look after
conservation;J.:’~t-. the- bestwAy to-conserve’ the country-side is do
nuffink, an”l all lay long I do nuffink, so they make me head..

Skalni-mlyn. ‘ . ‘ -

‘t:: Th.e -field’centre Mt Skalni—Nlyn was an oddr looking
constructioh:..Ea~entia fly.,; it.was a;timber -building aade- up almost
entirely of k:.iiighSteeply..~itcJ1e’d’.±oof. ‘ Here Hike, lived in:-the.;
upp~r steeply ..point~d. room. ‘ . Two --other’ wardens lived’ here’ with him—
“Wanker”, who -spent ~hi~ entire time -working on his motor bike, and
“W.il-lie’.Stantbn” •who didn!t do. much at- all: and knocked off..to ~o
home on! ‘Wednesday morning. Henry lited. a little way away. on his’.
farm~.!..:I~su~pose:.r should apologise by the confusing names ~ivenr.to
tbase:--’guys. .t12; simply. ‘called them after whoever they .~eminde’t us of.

- ç~. Cont/..
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what else ~io yot~ cel] a fat little chap w~th a’,.crew,~ut: and glasses
whose name is Wr’nkel’ In aldition to these there were also two
livers staying there in preparation forte Inter~at,ional Congress

Somehow, Our original party of eleven had swollen to thirty,
~Ut~ there were only three of usl So heavily outnum~eredby. our,
guides we set about planning our stay*

The Abseiln.g Record

Make took on an air of authority and spoke about drawing
up lists and time—tables and programmes and guides. We looked
on silently, but amongest ourselves we began to grow a little worried
by all this paper works

Time at Skalni mlyn often stood still. Sulden unexplain—
ed. pauses seemed a frequent event iii Czech speleological circles
and proved something of a mystery to us. Although they were an
excuse for a beer or.twd everyone puured’.beetà’down their .throats
all day anyway.. During the~elull~ everyone waited around and.::
lookbd out of the win low or up at the trees an’l then at their
watches4 (if they had them) as if something important was about to
happen but it. nêver did, . Then 3ust as sudden,evex~yone ~iou~ld
leap up an]. rush around, tackle ant odd. items of clothing would be
thrownt about. We would ‘be late, we must meet our friends and off
people would rush in all dirnctions~

It was dufin~ the first of these lulls that Mike told us
about his’skill~.at abseilin~1..~~2’Myfriends,’cIani’champion abseil.
of whole Czechoslovak; ...fantastici .4~1~in winter for, two years..
with my wife I make abseil~~. ONE THOUSPND METRJiJS~..~fantastic~..
experience....fantasticL., I have big story in Czech news~paper~~.
abseil took twenty seconds. .reelly fantasticl’. At this stage
Bill was beginnitg to look decilely worried as admiration for Hike’s
.ex~olit~’became clouded~ b~r the une.~sy thought; that we. wete going:
cavi.ngrviith, him the. next day~ Mike continu.ed5:.’”fantastic,:..
experience, fantastic .. I was unconscious forty days ani have
Seventy five stitches.:,,:. fantastic, we ~only h~d thirty’ met~e ropøi
4.and land in snow drift...big party., much been.. fantastic”4

We quickly found that Mike’s super efficient image was just
a:front~ . The Paper work on his desk was thrown’away’and Hike
revealed: hthself as the verythodel ‘of disorganisation and ohe of the
biggest drunkards we had met for a long time.

• A Tour otthe Caves.

A sudden flurry of activity found us setting out for a tour
• . of the’. local: show: ~av.es. :~ There weret. the~:three bf’ us and Hike\, and

Henry, £fanlcer, Willie and hones df o’Id bods We were completely
outnumbered by guides But, on reaching the first show cave we
found’ we were suddenly alone, with Mike1 .The.rest’.’Of:eur~gi~jde’sI

- :went no: further th~rn the refrashnefl’t stall whOre: t’jiey stopped for
beer. ‘.Jfte~ a leisurely tour of. the cave enlivened by en.’.
unfamiliarity with the lights we er~erged to pick up Qur ‘guides’ and
set off for the next cave;.::’ Here we~left tiar ‘guides’ once again at
the beer stall and went on ‘our ‘way~*.

Sloupsko —Sosuvske System . ...

Thi~ dave was visited’twice, one thrOugh the.show cave
section and again~Chasm (9Cm) to visitthe
lower stre.araway. This wOs very dry and,we were Obió to penetrate

Cont,/......



CZECHOSLOVAKIA —-cont/...

some way ihto’the’stinps..
The next caveS we visited were Balcarké Jeskyne.and

Katerinska Jeskyne.

Pünkevni Je’skyne’ •‘

This was the finest show cave we:’ were to see. The
tour followed some 800m.of passage, then surpri~e’4 surprise we.cam’e
out into daylight just above the lake at the bottom of the Macocha
Chasm~; From here we went. bAck to seethe rest’ of the,. show cave,
travelling main1y..in~ batteryr’ driven boats; ~: .~ ‘...~,

‘‘ Our visits. to the various ‘shqw caves, have not receiye.d~ the
full desóription they deserve.. But; it shouli~not be thbught that
these tours were uneventful. :We found our bfl wOy ‘arouhd and had
one awkward moment in Sloup. Cave., when we~ we~e”c’aught without. lights
after the power supply failed during a thunder stbrm.

There are,.so many caVes ‘in: ‘Moravia that itwas’- obviously.
difficult to think ‘up’ names for,them all,. many suchas this, one’
just have a number.. , ‘ ‘ ‘ .~ ‘ “

The’ cave ‘of: 130 js near the hamlet pf .Holstejn, ‘ ‘The
entrance iS at the bottoim of a snail cliff face just inside the
edge of a thick wood. A dark .gloomy’hiit used by’ the early:’
explorers and digging parties’.stz~nds clbse to the..entra.nce.

‘ ~Entfl’ was ‘gained dowü’ a,”~ide, tube closed by a ‘flst ~rcn’’lid
getting on for five, feet” across. ‘ Essentially, the. cave. consists,
of a> dfl’ shaft lOOm.. ‘deep at the. bottom. of’ which one ‘meets the Bila
Voda River which sinks’ clbse hy.u:’ ‘The ‘shaft is broken up into a.’:.
nurnb,e~ of. pitches thd’ deepest And last. of. .which. opens out to the’
atreamway. . This is a-.fixed ladder of 45m mounted at ,7O0~ . Now
this:.ii.s not quite so sinple’as it’ sounds because it seems the~ thing
to do i.s to have, everyone on the’ ladder. at once~ . And, if’the.
blok~s”.above you hasn’t ‘got his boot in your face it’s probably
‘bGcau~e helrs” standing on’ your fingers’h ~: Added to’ this the natural
resonance ‘of the. ladler, takes, some getting. used to.: . A swing of.
two. to three feet about onc,e a second after a few beers can have far
retching effects. ‘ ‘ , • - ‘ “ . ..

Once-in the streamwa~ we inflated our rubber dingies:and
set off at a brisk paddle downstream. . This cave was ‘once ‘the scene
of int.ensive digging — friend Henry Was a member of the professional
group that used to work here. In those days the cave was fitted’
out with fixed electric lighting and a piteumatic air line. The
lighting ‘cable had .long::since suffered the effects ‘of water. But,
we found the airline useful’ for propelling ou±’se’lves’ along the stream.
-We.’:floated ‘through high lofty passages, and passe’i stalagmite
grotto’eE separated by :smaller sections.~ once wimps, blasted by.early
digging parties. . .‘‘ ‘ ‘

The streamway is about >1)4 ic. ‘long and ‘disappears’ in a sump.
The stream of the Bila VodA reappears in the ‘vast .Lmaterska Ja,skyne.

End of Part One.
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