
Ian Chandler end two other Cave & Crag members. Work began
LW.15 a.m. and~ by 1.00 p.m. the. lodge had been lowered by

about another two feet. The remainder of the shoring has now
been removed and the limit of manhandling buckets of debris
has been virtually reached, Work can still proceed without
the assistance of a derrick by using a good—sized bucket and
lengih of i’ope. The shaft has now assumed the impressive
d~i~ensions of 9 feet square 10 a. deln of 9 -- ±0 ~cet and
9 x 5 feet to a further dep4;b. ci about ~ feet at wnicti point
the entrance arch into the chamber is open. A decorated clay
pipe, still containing tobacco, and a hand—wrought iron nail
were found during work on Sunday morning

C TEMPURONG_RIVER_CAVE,
A previouth sit to this cave was brought to a halt

at a shallow pool having an archway on the far side. On our
latest visit to the cave Norma and Ifound no water, and
beyond the arch there was a dry lake, crossed at one point by
a stalagmite bridge . It appeared that this bridge crossed a
lake which was full earlier in the year, the small pool
discovered on the first trip being filled by its overflow,
The lake when full would be about 6 feet deep, 15 feet wide
ant 1.00 feet long.. Beyond the lake was a gentle slope which
end~d in a 1L~p apororiinately 5 feet high~ at the edge of a
great drop which a party of R~A.F. cavers said was 180 feet
deep. Although at first it seemed that this point would be
the linit of our exploration of this cave, Norma discovered a
balcony v.rhic;h ran along ~he top o± the enormous passage. ‘We
followed the ledge for about 400 font and could just discern
a floor beneath, and hear the stream chattering away, At one
place there appeared to be a way down, hut on investigation
we found that after only about 50 feet we were at the edge
of a precipice. We also found some very slender stalagmites,
similar to the ones in the USC, and I was about to photo
graph them when I discovered my camera had no exposures leftt
A further passage with a strong draught was discovered on
our return trip,’ and we hope to return there later with some
wood struts to~enable us to climb up to it,

Malcom Cotter.

UPWARDS AND ONVARDS FROM BLUE PENCIL AVEN.
(Shepton Mallet Caving Club’s May, 1965 Journal reviewed

by Ogofwr Mu.)
Roger Biddle’s account of the exploration of Blue

Pencil Aven is likely to strike fear into the hearts of
cavers who are satisfied with a trip to Sump I and back.
Forty feet up the aven, belayed 6n a ledge, Roger was told
by his companion above: “I’m holding up a very large boulder.
I can only support it for five minutes while you get clear....”




