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LOG OF EVENTS AT THE AUGUST MEET AT CHARTERHOUSE
COTTAGE

Present: -

Tony Crawford Robi n Goddard (Visitor)
Mal col m Cot t er David Dilly (Visitor)
Bob Knott Chris Reynol ds(Visitor)
Pet e Goddard Paul G een

The above nenbers and visitors were at Charter-
house for the week precedi ng August Bank Holi -
day and stayed there over the holiday bar a few
menbers and two of the visitors. Paul G een and
Robi n Goddard left July 31st. Tony Crawford and
David Dilly left on Sunday 3rd.

Anne Wl | acot t M ke Butterfield
(Misitor)

Ri chard Wool | acot t Bob Johnson (Visitor)

Don Searl e Tony Kni bbs

Rob Char nock John Coles (Visitor)

John Green Fred Lyons (Visitor)

Bri an Cheyney Jenni fer

Anne and Richard arrived Friday night, Brian
and his two friends were neant to arrive then as
wel |, but were delayed ‘en route’. M ke and Bob
arrived Sat. norning and John and Jennifer in the
afternoon. Don also arrived fromcanp on Satur-
day. | reached there | ate Saturday ni ght. Tony
and his friend came down for a visit on Sunday
nmorni ng. Anne went back with Tony Crawford on
Sunday and John and Jenni fer went back Sunday
Eveni ng. Brian and Co. went back Mnday and so
did|I.

The main purpose of this neet was to intro-
duce the new nenbers and the visitors to the art
of caving and for the other nmenbers to work on
the cottage.



The first part of this plan was quite successful,
and al t hough the second part was by no neans a
failure it could have achi eved nore. On Sunday

two caving parties went out one led by Brian, Fred
John C. and Chris as end man, took a trip down
August, the other was |led by Bob K and he took

M ke and Bob down Longwood. Both trips were suc-
cessful .

O the work on the cottage, it was felt by
sonme that nenbers who had been working there for
t he week should have a rest and allow others to
do sone work al though this did not altogether
neet with their approval.

The fl oorboards were laid in the kitchen by
Mal col m and nyself - mainly Malcolm The dry
stone wall in front of the cottage was built up
where it had fallen down. The ‘small est—+oomin-
t he- house’ was conpl eted save for the roof, and
a gate post was cenented into the ground at the
top of the ‘drive’. A dry stone wall was then
built which curved in a quarter—+ound to a tree.

On Sunday Ri chard excavated the drain and
then later replaced it and the soakaway was dug
out by various people and then filled in with rub-
ble. The drain was first used on Monday. Don
took up the paint brush and painted the w ndows
inside and out - the franes that is. Bob K at
this point took it upon hinself to sweep the kit-
chen floor with great gusto fortunately it was
only the undercoat and not a high gloss finish.
Pete found a cowl for the fire and this when fit-
ted nmeant that nost of the snoke went up the chim
ney and not into the room It was, however, not
firmy fixed and on Sunday it fell out of the fire
pl ace. Much of the rubble in front of the cottage
was shifted but work was hanpered by the bees who
woul d cone and investigate our work.
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The weat her was not ideal, it being cold,
danmp and cl oudy. On Sunday evening it rained
hard and this continued well into the night.
Monday was a little brighter and there was
some sun in the afternoon.

Sonme nenbers stayed for a further week
after the holiday

Pet e Goddard R chard Wbol | acott
Mal col m Cot t er Don Searl e
Bob Knot t Bri an Haywood

Chris, Mke and Bob | eft on Tuesday.

R CHARNOCK.

TACKLE HI NT

A Wistle in one’s pocket in a tight
squeeze is often very unconfortable and can
hanper one considerably. My idea is that the
whi stl e and | anyard be securely and safely at-
tached to the hel net by neans of two Terry
Cli ps.

One turn around the base of the Terry
Clips gives anple length of lanyard for the
whi stle to be placed in the nouth when re-
quired; the rest of the lanyard can be used
as a chin strap for the hel net.

To avoid the whistle being an awkward
projection, the Terry Cips should be placed
as near as possible to the carbide |anp.

DON SEARLE



TACKLE MASTER' S REPCRT FOR 1958 FROM 1954

1954

Materials for 125 ft. of |adder bought. Four
25 ft. | adders nade.

Dur to an incorrect ordering of the tube mat-
erials, all these |adders were scrapped, but val u-
abl e informati on was gai ned by the m stakes nade,
both in materials and construction. Part of the
cost born by the club. £5. 2. 9.

1955

More materials bought. This time direct from
the works. Qur 65 ft. |adder nmade in one conplete
| ength. Cost to the club £3. 17. 5%d. This cost
| ess as part was paid by a donation. Al so we had
a gift of cable froman old nenber now |l eft.

1956

This year we agai n bought | adder materials -
to the sumof £10.15. 0. W nmde two thirties,
two twenties and a fifteen ft. Added to our 65ft.
this gave us 180 ft.

1957

Due to the new intake of nenmbers and the dras-
tic reformng of the club, we went to town. W
bought materials costing about £18. and nade a
fur-
ther anount of rungs, but were unable to fix the
cabl es that year



1958

At last | have been able to get the noney
fromthe hardest, neanest and nost tightfisted
Treasurer that it has ever been the privilege
of a Tackle Master to neet.

We have conpl eted nost of our tackle pro~
granme now.

We have 360 ft. of |adder nade. 310 ft.
avai |l abl e for use. The remaining 50 ft. needs
links and Talurit clanps.

Al that remains nowis the need for 75
Ft. of cable and £3. O0s. 0d.

Costs for this year have been £6. 6s. 0d.

Programe for 1959.

Firstly lever the £3. fromthe Conmttee.
This will enable us to finish the last 100 ft.
of | adder.

You will notice that | often say we dur-
ing this report. Well the reason is this.
Don Searl, David Harle, Bob Knott. Paul G een,
Rob Charnock, Pete Goddard, John G een and
Mal col m Cotter have all put a great deal of
hard work in on conponents.

Ri chard Wool | acott has hel ped on the as
senbly of over 100 ft. of |adder, and is well
versed in all the aspects of assenbly.

Thank you al |
T. CRAWORD

Hon. Tackl e Master.
5.



DOMEY’' S CAVE

Some considerable tine ago now, | net Mal-
colm Cotter and Tony Kni bbs in South WAl es.
They had arrived to visit Ogof Ffynon Ddu and
wer e canpi ng near the entrance. It was obvious
fromthe noment that we net that Ml col mwas a
caving fanatic and that nmade two of us, so we
rapi dly devel oped a bond of friendship which
despite innunerable differences of opinion has
stood the test of tine.

Needl ess to say they had their trip around
O F.D. and soon they were on the prowl for sone-
thing el se to do.

When | suggested that we m ght survey Dow
Ney’' s Cave they junped at the chance, despite
the fact that they had conme to see as much as
possible in South Wal es and not to sit in the
col d danpness of a cave for |ong hours survey-

I ng.

Downey’ s Cave, as you can see fromthe sur-
vey is a very snall cave but for all that it is
very beautiful.

The survey progressed uneventfully, until
we reached Bailit Chanber and then the fun really
started. The narrow squeeze which was actual ly
chiselled out of the rock between Bailit Chanber
and the stalactite slope to Colum Chanber was
hal f full of water and not wanting a soaking in
icy water with several further hours of survey
to go, we set about bailing the squeeze by neans
of a few bean tins which have been left in the
Chanber for that purpose. Soon, we had created a
terrible fug and ny spectacles were truly
steaned up and I had to | eave the scene of oper-
ations to clean up. Wien |I got back the others
reckoned that the job was finished and cunningly
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persuaded nme to go first through the squeeze,
thus using ne as a sponge to nop up the re-
mai ni ng puddl es of water. Soon we were all

t hrough the squeeze and the surveyi ng stopped
for some time while we admred the beauties

of Col um Chanber. Soon we were back at

work and with | onger survey |egs, the survey was
progressing at a fine pace. The Col um

Chanber route soon cl osed down and we went

back and followed a small trickle of water

along a perfectly rectangul ar passage with a
beautiful stalagmte and flow floor in an orange
red col our.

W finally ended in a chanber one half of
whi ch consisted of a |arge pool held in by a
stalagm te barrier. Wile taking the nmeasure-
ments of the size of the Chanber | noticed
that there was a snmall passage on the far side
of the pool. The survey being over, there was
no need to keep dry so Tony and | waded into
the pool and found that the passage was hal f ful
of water and appeared to close down. In
a monment of madness | lay down in the water,
rapidly regretted it, but now | really was wet
| decided to see if the passage could be forced
for I knew that sonmewhere here there was a con-
nection wwth O F.D. which had been proved by
shining |lights, but had been pronounced too nar-
row for human passage. Soon | was lying flat
in the water wwth the water |apping at ny chin.
As | progressed, the roof got |ower, forcing ne
first of all to take off my helnet and then
slowy forcing ny face downwards into the water
so that every tinme Tony noved | got a nouth and
noseful of water.

| could see by now that the passage went on
for at |east another ten feet but the water was
too high for progress. They Ml col m had an i dea.
He and Tony started bailing the pool furiously,
7.



not with tins this tine but in whole arnfuls. The
waves t hey made washed over ny face several tines
and | was left spluttering in the mddle of curs-
ing themto be nore careful. Then it occurred to
me that it would be a lot easier if | backed out
and hel ped thembail. After a few m nutes furious
bailing, we were sweating profusely and steam was
pouring fromour wet boiler suits and soon it was
I npossi ble to see nore than a few feet through the
thick m st that we had generated. | could see Ml -
col mand Tony only by the beautiful hal oes which
surrounded their | anps and appeared just |ike car
headl i ghts piercing the gl oom

| don’t know how | ong we continued in this
fashion, but it seened ages before we nade any im
pression on the water |evel.

Slowmy the waterlevel fell and when it seened
that we nust give up fromsheer fatigue, we noted
to our delight, not to say relief, that the pass-
age was now only about an inch deep in water.

| once again forced ny way into the narrow

passage and becane al nost firmy wedged with ny
head si deways between the narrow jaws of rock.
After about five mnutes |I had progressed about a
foot through the narrowest region when suddenly to
ny horror | noticed that the water |evel was once
again rising. | yelled with fear and the others
began bailing furiously. | was so tensed with fear
that it was a mnute or so before | could nove and
struggle on, for | was determ ned nowto carry on
until the passage was inpossible. Just when | felt
I could go no further, the passage w dened and |
found nyself after a few tugs and wiggles inQFD

After a shouting conference al ong the narrow
passage, Tony decided to join nme and to go out
through the O F.D. entrance. | |ay down once nore
in the trickle of water at the OF.D end, and

8.



acted as a ‘natural’ damwhile Ml col m bail ed
furiously at the pool end. It seened quite an
age before a very hot sweating and nuddy Tony
joined ne in OF.D.

It was decided that since there would be
no one to bail the pool for Malcolm he would
have to return to the surface the way we cane
in. Hs parting statenent was “Well | won't
get half as wet as you.”

We returned quickly to the surface and
were soon joined by a very wet and bedraggl ed
Mal colm We roared with | aughter when he told
us what had happened. Wiile we had been oc-
cupied with the pool bailing to | ower the wa-
ter level in the O F.D. passage, the narrow
squeeze between Bailit Chanber and Col um Cham
ber had refilled with water until it was once
again half full. W had forgotton to bring a
bailing inplenent through with us and so Ml -
colmwas forced, after all his efforts, to get
soaked in order to get out.

It was 3 a.m the next norning before

they finally left the caving club cottage, af-
ter what can only be descrined as a nonstrous
hoosh.

And so ended, a fine and exciting caving
day.

NCEL DI LLY.



AUSTRAL|I AN CAVI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS.

B.J. OBrien. President Australian Spel eol ogi cal
Feder ati on

The ol dest caving society in this country is
t he Tasmani an Caverneering C ub, formed in Hobart
in 1946. Two years later a group at Sydney for-
mal |y constituted the Sydney University Speleo-
| ogi cal Society (S. U S.S.) and for several years
these two renmmi ned the only caving societies in
Australi a.

However, from about 1952 onwards, various
i ndividuals in many parts of Australia began to
di scover for thenselves the joys and adventures
of cave exploration. For sone years small infor-
mal groups in half a dozen areas indulged in cave
exploration primarily as a sport and friendly
pasti ne.

The advant ages of organi zed caving gradually
becane apparent to these groups, and with the
assi stance of the two existing societies several
regi onal caving clubs were forned. Since many of
t hese societies shared several caving areas, it
soon grew evident that a great deal of duplica-
tion of speleol ogical work was resulting fromthe
| ack of co—erdinati on anong the groups. Further-
nore, the resources of each society, such as its
i brary, equipnent, and manpower were often in-
sufficient for an adequate attack upon the | arge
and virtually unknown field of Australian Caves.

Accordingly, planning of a central co—erdin-
ating body was commenced. It was soon realized
that the individual societies nmust remain auto-
nonous, but it was felt that the setting up of a
separate organi zation in which all societies
woul d be interested could solve sonme of the dif-
ficulties resulting fromthe great distances and
smal |l resources involved in our Spel eol ogy.

10.



Even t hrough the period of planning of this
organi zati on, the existing societies encouraged
the gromh of other constituted groups. Plans
were made to inaugurate the Australian Spel eo-
| ogi cal Federation at Adel aide in Decenber 1956,
and this provided an added incentive for sone of
the informal groups to devel op constituted socie-
ties. Thus at the Adel aide neeting, the A S F.
was formed with the support of the follow ng
soci eties: Canberra Spel.Soc., Cave Exploration
Group (South Australia), Cooranbong Spel.Assoc.,
Cooma Cave C ub, Hunter Valley Caving C ub,
Jenol an Spel 0 Soc09 M 0Ol sa Spel 0 SocO, Newcastl e
Techni cal and University Coll ege Spel 0, Soc09
Orange Spel. Soc., Sydney Spel. Soc., Sydney
University Spel. Soc., Tasnmani an Caver—Reeri ng
Cl ub, Victorian Cave Exploration Society, and
Western Australian Caving G oup.

The ains of the Federation were set out at
this first neeting in the follow ng terns:

“The aimof the Federation shall be to
further speleology in all its aspects on a Na-
tional level, to gather together Australian
Spel eol ogi sts and to formul ate national policies
in furtherance of its aim”

In discussions at this nmeeting and subse—
quently, these ainms were gradually expressed in
nore specific form The policy of the Federation
In such matters as research co-ordination, |ibra-
ry facilities, search and rescue organi zati on and
other matters has been deci ded by personal neet-

i ngs and by extensive correspondence.

Sub—omi tt ees have been established to carry
out specific projects, carrying out nost of their
wor k by correspondence, or where possible, nenbers
bei ng drawn fromthe sanme locality. Even so, the
probl em of | ong distances influencing persona

11.



meetings in Australia has been a very real one. On
one day, the president, treasurer and |ibrarian
travelled 500 mles by car so as to hold a

di scussion with the secretary, who, in turn, had
travell ed sonme 800 mles in two days.

The existing subcommittees work has been | argely
preparatory to date but we are confident that this
year will see valuable results in each field. Bat
bandi ng i s bei ng pl anned on a national |evel, a cen-
tral index schene is well under way, and early
reports are bei ng prepared by other sub-comm ttees.

These reports and other progress will be the sub-
j ect of intensive discussion at the second Nationa
Conference to be held in Hobart, Tasmania in Decem
ber 1958. | might nention that general interest in
this neetingis even nowgreater than that i rmedi ate.
ly prior to the inaugural conference. As nuch as
anything, | think this interest is a wel cone
confirmation of the value of the Federation.

| medi ately after the neeting, |arge expeditions
wi | | spend several weeks exploring the very beauti -
ful and very extensive Tasnani an caves. Wth the
resources in manpower and equi pnment that will then
be avail able, we are hopeful of several exciting
di scoveri es.

Contact wth the nmenber societies is maintai ned
by roneoed circulars and a Newsletter prepared by
the secretary. The latter contains current infor—
mati on and requests for information or other needs
of society’ s research programes.

| ndi vi dual societies nmay al so enlist the Federa-
tion assi stance on t hose occasi ons when t he voi ce of
a National body is likely to be of assistance. For
exanple, the ASF has recently conpl eted success-
ful negotiations with the NS W Tourist Departnment
granting certain privileges to nenbers of the

12.



Federation in the extensive caving areas con-
trolled by the Departnent.

The Federation is, of course, eager to
pronmote caving in Australia and to assist in
publ i c appreciation of speleology. It has ac-
tively aided several new societies in their
formative period and it has encouraged joi nt
activities by nenbers of several societies.
Finance is, unfortunately, essential, but no
difficulty has been experienced with the pre-
sent system where each society contributes
a levy of 2/- per nenber.

Deci sions of the Federation can be nmade
by the el ected officers, but are subject to
ratification by the Conmittee, consisting of
a representative fromeach nenber society and
neeting annually. Policy is decided by this
Committee, which may al so vote by post.

One may concl ude, | think, by saying
that speleology in Australia is growi ng vi-
gorously. This growth is channelled in the
proper and nost beneficial direction by the
vari ous societies. Gouping these together
Is the Federation, whose unity and vigour pro-
mses well for the future of Australian spel —
eol ogy.

EDI TOR' S NOTE.

The Editor wi shes to thank the Australian
Spel eol ogi cal Federation for this article,
whi ch has been taken fromthe booklet which
they prepared for distribution to del egates at
the International Congress of Spel eol ogy held
in ltaly.



THE COW TTEE

Now that | am a nmenber of the Commttee a few
of the many intricacies of procedures have been
unravel l ed for nme. The | anguage used is interest-
I ng, since, though there is such a wide diversity
of expressions, they all have practically the sane
nmeani ng. . . not hi ng.

Qur Commttee neetings start as i s common,
with the m nutes being read by the Chairman. Here

the drill varies. Sonme Chairnen start off as bold
as brass and say “Is it your wish that | should
sign these mnutes as a true and...”, and here

their strength gives out and the sentence trails
off to nothing. Mre often, however, the sentence
snuffs it, before it is even commenced. Not to
worry - no one is |listening anyway. Those few who
have been consci enti ous enough to read them are,

| suspect, inwardly astounded that anything so
succi nct coul d have been produced out of such
chaos.

The neeting then starts in earnest, the busi-
ness can usually be sunmed up with the application
of one or nore of the follow ng expressions. —

This matter was di scussed at |ength. Adjour—
ned Sine Die —Sine Die, being literally trans-

| at ed nmeans sign of death —in other words you’' ve
had it. Adjourned for further report or postponed
until next neeting. Everything except the matter
under discussion was di scussed. W haven’t a no-
tion about this one, but if we leave it till next
time, sonething may sink in neanwhile, or, if we
ki ck this about |ong enough, it m ght even get

| ost.

The meetings end after suitable and adequate
refreshnments in the early hours of the norning
and everyone goes hone congratul ati ng thensel ves

14.



on the good job they’ve just conpl eted.

As has been said - if the Ark had been
built by a Conmttee, it wouldn’t have been
finished yet.

R CHARNOCK

Hon. Recorder.

MENDI P CAVE REG STRY.

The desirability of having a central
source of information on Mendip Caves has be—
conme increasingly apparent over the | ast few
years. It is probably true to say that as
much information is being lost to the caving
worl d as is being gained by new exploration.
Sone pioneer cavers of the early days of the
century have left us, taking with them nmuch
useful know edge, and who knows how nuch i n-
formation is |locked up in personal diaries
of em nent cavers of yesterday.

Several individuals have thought of, or
even tried to produce, a conplete record of
Mendi p cave information, but it was not until
1956 that representatives of nost of the Men-
dip Caving Groups net to consider setting up
a RegisterO The result of this first neeting
was the “Mendip Cave Registry”. Since 1956
its officers have nmet on 17 occasions and have,
after a considerable spate of debate and ex—
perinment, evolved a systemwhich it is hoped
will serve the needs of the Registry for many
years to cone.

It was recogni sed at an early stage that

| 5.



t he Regi ster nust be readily accessible to the cav-
i ng public and arrangenents have been made for it
to be permanently available at the Wells County

Li brary and the Central Reference Library, Bristol.
It will take the formof a Twi nl ock Binder and wl|
no doubt intinme develop into nore than one vol une.
The Regi ster is based on the 2% inch Ordnance Sur-
vey maps and each map will he divided into four
quarters; each quarter sheet will forma division
of the Register and the infornmati on appertaining
to each nmap section will follow the map.

The work of preparing the Register will never
be conpl ete while cave exploration continues and
publications are produced. It is also inevitable
that the Registrars will mss sone references and
i nformati on may be inconplete in other ways, but
the object of preserving information that m ght
ot herwi se be | ost, and of making available to ca-
vers a nore conplete record of information than
at present exists, will undoubtedly be achieved.

The volune of initial work is trenmendous
and it is bound to be some tine before the Regis-
ters are placed in the libraries. There is alrea-
dy a very keen and hard working team but the nore
hel p forthcom ng the quicker will be the Regis-
try's progress. If any reader is willing to offer
hel p, whether financial, clerical or in active
research, he or she should wite to the Chariman
M .C. H Kenney, Tudor Cottage, Beryl Lane, Wlls,
Soner set .




REPORT ON THE REPAI R AND RECONTSTRUOTI ON OF THE
GROUP COTTAGE

It has fallen upon ne, the supposed fore-
man in charge of repairs etc., to wite this
brief report of the progress of the cottage.

When the cottage was taken over |ast sum
mer it was in a very dilapidated state indeed.
However, during the August Meet, a very cre-

di t abl e anpbunt of work was carried out, such
as the replacenent of all the wi ndows. A

consi derabl e anpbunt of tine was al so spent
bricking up the various large orifices through
whi ch the cold Mendip wind did whistle!

The chimey was rebuilt and a | arge chim
ney pot was generously given by a Cheddar
building firm

Then the problem of shutters arose but
was overcone when our provident angel, M.Fry
(Stirrup Cup garage) kindly gave us a wooden
corn el evator which was speedily ripped to bits
and knocked into very sturdy shutters.

A yal e |l ock was purchased to hold fast the
front door and the cottage was left, in my opin-
ion, in a fairly secure condition.

Since then, work on the cottage has been
spasnodi ¢ but nevertheless is noving steadily
on.

The main problenms now are such things as
floor boards (for the end roon), interior doors
and nost inportant beds or bunks.

The Menbers at the August Meet worked very
hard and they will certainly be rewarded by
their efforts now that winter is creeping in.

17.



The G oup certainly could not have done wth-
out my help and I was graci ous enough to give it
t he benefit of ny enornous store of know edge.

P. J. GODDARD

EDI TOR' S NOTE.

| would like to point out that the Editor
in no way can be held responsible for the accur-
acy of the | ast paragraph of the previous article.
Any suggestions as to what Pete could do with
his hel p and store of know edge, should be ad-
dressed directly to Pete.

PRESERVATI ON OF SNAP LI NKS.

| would |ike to pass on to Menbers a net hod
| used for preserving ny snap links. Better
nmet hods can obvi ously be used particularly in
substituting correct strength phosphoric acid
Instead of dilute nitric.

My method was to zinc plate as fol lows: -

1. Dip for a short tinme in dilute nitric acid
to renove rust. Wash under tap

2. Make up 1 0% solution of zinc sul phate (10
parts zinc sul phate to 90 parts water by wei ght)

3. Suspend snap link in solution and connect
to negative term nal of battery 1% volts.

4. Connect snmall zinc plate to positive term nal

18.
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5. Watch Iink being electroplated and wash off
when even. It will be necessary to turn round
snaplink for each side to be done.

ZINC FPLATE

L

II}‘Z V To 5 VOI.T.

ZiINC SULPHATE
T~ SaLpTron
-

M 1. COTTER

MVENDI P CAVI NG GROUP LI BRARY

The Group has in its possession nany of the
Newsl etters of the Cave Research G oup of
Geat Britain. Their contents are listed be-
low. If any nmenber has in his possession any
ot her copies of this publication and woul d
like to pass it on to the Goup |I shall be
very pleased to receive them

Cave Research G oup.
Nos. 49-50 Jul y—ct ober, |954.

Group News
Wat er - Testing at Marble Steps Pot.
Wat er —festing at Penyghent Pot.
Two new Pot hol es
(i) Excavation of a sink in Yorks.
(ii)Conies Dale Pot Derbyshire.
Determ nation of Dip and Stri ke.
Bi ospel eol ogy Prof R Husson.
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The I nauguration of a British Mammal s Soci ety
Caving in Germany (Part 2).
Revi ew The Dar kness Under the Earth

N. Casteret.

No. 51 Novenber - Decenber 1954

Group News
Ful | Report of the Annual GCeneral
Meeting 1954

No. 52

G oup News: General Meetings 1955 & 1956
New Rul es for Visiting Bull pot,
Lancaster Pot and the Easegill
System

Spider’s Webs & Helictites.

Li brary: Stocks of CRG Publications &

list O Foreign and British Peri-
odi cal s.
New Caverns for old.
Notes on coll ecting and posting of cave
Fauna.
An ‘Anard of Merit’ to the Goup by the
Nat i onal Spel eol ogy of Anerical

Not es on Caves at Home and Abr oad:

Chel ns Coonbe Cave Cheddar

New Dur ham Caves

Caves in N Wl es

Cave Region of N.Wlreland

Mai n Caving Areas of Italy esp. of Liguria

Italian Spel eol ogical Institute.

Bi ol ogi cal Suppl enent
Fauna Col | ected from caves as recorded in the
C. R G Fauna Records. Part | (1938-39)

Nos. 53-54 Decenber 1955

G oup News.
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Ful | Report of the Annual General Meeting
1955
The *Slipgrip : a self-~lifelining device.

No. 55 January-February 1956

Nos.

Group News.
Report on the Skye Spel eol ogi cal Expedi ~
tion 1955.

56-57 March, April-My, June 1956

Group News: Including the full report by
the Hon. Sec. CR G of the enquiry into
The Threat to King Arthurs Cave G . Doward
VWi t church Herefordshire, and Access to
Fairy Hol e Eastgate Co. Durham

Bat News Devon Spel eol ogi cal Society.

Col | ecting and posting Cave Fauna.

The origin of nud stalagmites in Lethrid
Swal | et .

Report on the Excavation & Deposits of a
natural fissure in Park Lane Stone M ne
Neston WIts.

Unsafe Karabiners Circular of the Bri-
ti sh Mount ai neeri ng Council .

58-59 Jul y- August 1956

G oup News: New class of nenbership to the
N. S. S

More about Mud For nati ons.

Spel eol ogy i n Ml aya

Caves in India and Paki stan No. 7.

Li brary Not es.

Reviews - The lyre N L O pheus Caving C ub

The Canbrian Ordovi ci an Li nestones and
Dolomtes of the Ord. and Torran Areas
Skye & the Kishorn Area Rosshire.

21.



Bi ol ogi cal Suppl enent
Fauna Col | ected from caves as recorded in
the C. R G Fauna Record. Part 11 (War years
| 940- 46 and | 945-46)

Nos. 66- 67 May, June-July, August 1957

Group News

Silt (earth) pillars in Derbyshire

Li brary Not es- Pal aeot ol ogy, Archaeol ogy

Report of a Spel eol ogi cal Reconnai ssance in
Co°s Sligo and LeitrimEire.

Revi ew Les Crystallisations excentriques de
la Gotte Moulis by Prof.B. Geze.

Transacti ons of the Cave Research G oup

Vol .4 No.1 Decenber 1955
Vertical Devel opment in sone Irish Caves
Cavern Formation in the Northern Penni nes
The Karstl ands of Jugosl avi a
Expl osives as an aid to Cave Exploration
Summari es of the above papers in French and
Cer man.

Vol .4 No.2 Cctober 1956

The Speedwel | Cavern

Caves and d aciation: Central & Southern
Penni nes and adj acent areas.
Summari es of the above in French and
Ger nan.

EDI TORS NOTE

Any Menber who would Iike to borrow any of
the publications in the Goup s possession,
shoul d contact the Hon. Recorder - Robby Charnock,
9 Ealing Park Gardens, Ealing, WH5.
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CHEDDAR GORGE Col | apsed Cave or Not ?

One often hears the theory that Cheddar
Gorge is a coll apsed Cave but recently nore peo-
ple come out with the statenent that it is just
an ordinary valley. Follow ng through wth
questions seens to draw a bl ank, so to stinulate
t hought in this direction | have decided to put
some of ny ideas to paper.

I, nyself, do not believe Cheddar CGorge to
be a coll apsed Cave. Just for a start, ask
yourself if you know of any Cave which w thout
a roof would provide a Gorge anything |ike the
size of Cheddar. G B. certainly would not; its
size woul d account for only a small fraction of
t he Cor ge.

Agai n, do you know a Cave which has a gra-
dual decent over a distance of six mles with
| arge tributaries comng in at the base of the
mai n val | ey. Cheddar Gorge starts at Priddy
and has a tributary which joins it at the Bath
Road turning | ooking towards Yoxter Rifle
Ranges. Lower down, another tributary joins at
Bl ack Rock Gate. The latter bifurcates itself
i nto Longwood and the continuation of Vel vet
Bot t om

The streanms which start at the head of the
val | eys now enter Swallet Caves at G B. Longwood
Vel vet Bottom and Swi | dons Hole. They all drop
very quickly to a region close to the water ta-
bl e.

Now Wbokey Hole Valley is often given as
an exanple of the way that Cheddar Gorge was
formed. In reality there is no simlarity.
The fl oor of Wokey Hole Valley has a very sl -
i ght gradient while that at the nouth of Ched-
dar Gorge is steep
23.



| stress the nmouth because after the water
had run steadily down to Mendip edge it suddenly
speeded up; with this increase it was able to
take a greater |oad so steepening the profile.
(See Fig.l)
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Wokey Hol e water on the otherhand has al -
ready reached the bottom contour of Mendip edge
and so has a profile like that in Fig.2.

MERE  PLATE AU SHALEY

MENDIPT EnaGE T "}‘ o

L S
\

g

Val | eys which have started as Caves al
have the sane plan as Wokey Hole, i.e. |ow gra-
dient which if it could be taken upstream woul d
end up very steeply.

A valley, on the other hand, has a steady
gradi ent which may steepen when it reaches the
edge of high ground.

Goughs Cave, itself, gives adequate proof
to what a cave would be like in the area -
should this collapse, it would nmake no difference

to the surface topography.
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In the same way | woul d say that Burring-
ton Coonbe is a dry valley. Ebbor Gorge on the
other hand is like a dry valley for the
first half and then like a coll apsed cave.

Bal ch seens to think that Cheddar Gorge
shoul d have started form ng before the Triasic

but | see no reason for this - after all, we
still have ten mllion years or so left to do the
wor k i n!

There are no indications in the Gorge
itself that suggest a cave - for instance,
stal agm te deposits.

There is one point which renains to be
cleared up. What is the nature of the depos-
its which the village of Cheddar is built on.
The Ordnance Survey shows an area of raised
ground at the nmouth of the Gorge which could
be sone of the nmatter eroded away.

Whi | e you ponder the question, | intend

to make further investigation and prepare a
full er and nore conprehensi ve account.

MALCOLM COTTER
Hon. Meet Secretary.

Bi bl i ogr aphy.

BALCH H. E. Cheddar its Gorge and Caves.
P.P. 64—+47.
CULTINGFORD C.H. P. British Caving P.P.99.
EVANS |. O bservers Book of Geol ogy P.P.52
TRUEMAN A. E. Ceol ogy and Scenery in Engl and
and Wal es (Pelican) P.P.149,
154, 273, 274.
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LAMBS LEER EXPEDI Tl ON. 2nd August 1958

Menbers Present al phabetically were - A Crawford,
M Cotter. D.DIly. P.CGoddard. R Knott C. Reynol ds.

Arrangenent s had been nade i n advance wi th The Hon.
Secretary of the MNRC. - M. P.Stewart.F. R G S.

W arrived early at Lanbs Leer 10.00 so as
to arrange out tackle problemwth P.Stewart.

Descent was to be at 1430. but | had for-
gotten the sixpenny stanp for our bloodchit. Pete
Goddard and | went down to the Mners Arns to get
both the WS. G s’ and MC. G s’ bloodchits signed
by H Mirrell MC, F.RP.S | managed to get a
stanp fromM. Mirrell. Also with a slight grin
I was requested not to repeat the WS. G slight
slip. That is to allow every one to sign across
the stanp. Apparently very legal but awfully nes-

sy!

The | eader is the one who assunes the respon-
sibility of the rest; they have to sign at the
bottom of the formto show they have read it. No
one did, except ne, and | read it out to Pete on
the way back. | had to, just to confirmwe had
not bought anything!!! W canme to the concl usion
that we were both Lords of the Manor of Lanbs
Leer and therefore we nust be 0.K

Havi ng col |l ected our two patient guides from
the MNRC who were waiting for us, we all wal ked
over to Lanbs Leer and descended in good order the
first pitch of 60 ft. in iron | adders, which was
vertical but on a side angle. This lead to a cou-
ple of very interesting chanbers. Then the change
i s sudden straight into the beehive chanber. The
actual beehive occupies the whole floor and al -

t hough now dull it nust of, inits tine, glinted
like a nyriad stars. Directly after, is the main
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pitch of 80 ft. This is both a fine clinb and
a vantage point for viewing the part of the
cavern hidden by the overhang. This part of
the cavern is quite the nost beautiful and the
black tracery is like a Morish veiled wal

wi th other colours inter-spaced.

| forgot to nention that P. Goddard has
been desecrating the formation, the beehive,
with blood. This practice nust cease at once.
This small though painful gash was treated on
the floor of the main cavern.

The clinb of the main pitch to the floor
was done in the tinme of just over two mnutes
per person. The Descent was precision init-
sel f.

Wth the help of the others we rigged an
el ectron | adder on an endl ess wire cable put
up by MN. R C. and Malcolmand | clinbed up
to Valentines Shelf. A nmud bath all the way
up and on the shelf as well. Facing us is
a mud choke | eading slightly upwards, a tube
in fact. This is one of the many old rivers
t hat nust have hel ped formthis place. Do
not mstake nme, the formng of this place is
not due solely to river action as Sw | dons
iIs nostly. Having | ooked around | left the
shelf and joined the others in the main cave.

P. Goddard then left by neans of the
main pitch so that Ml col mcould take sone
phot os of the ascent. He was foll owed by B.
Knot t .

B. Dilly. C. Reynolds and nyself then
took a | ook at Beaunonts drive by way of the
scaffol ding put up by Mners. This leads to
the cave of falling waters. This is really
solidified and is a remarkabl e place. It
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takes little imagination to see it as it nust have
been thousands of years ago. Manganese and | ead
are much in evidence here and in other parts of

t he cavern.

On returning to the main cave we ascended
in turn as easily as we had gone down. Mal col m
darn him was still wallowi ng on Val entines Shel f.
He nust |ike nud! From our high view we saw him
| eave to exam ne the rest of the cave with the
gui de.

The others now left to return to the surface
| eaving just the two needed for the winch. W
had all taken turns with the winch so it was quite
in order for themto |leave us at this point.

I n about fifteen m nutes, Ml colmand our
friend the guide joined us on the top of the main
pitch. A nuddier pair it has never been ny pri-
vil ege to see.

The remai ning four of us nowreturned to the
surface com ng out at just 1900. hours.

Havi ng got out of our dirty gear we thanked
our two friends for spending their whole after-
noon with us, when they could have, no doubt,
spent a nore interesting day follow ng their own
devi ces. Anyway our heartfelt thanks go to these
t hree people who were responsi ble for our excel -
lent tine in Lanbs Leer.

Bob Knott returned nmy boiler suit with thanks
and an eighteen inch rip. Thank you Bob! Gr-!

Vell | nust sign off now Thank you all for
your good conpany and fine clinbing.

TONY CRAWFORD
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Bl CKI NGTON POT DEVON.

Bi ckington is a snall village on the nain
Exet er- Pl ynout h Road, about four and a half
mles from Newton Abbot. Bickington Barton
Quarry lies to the North of the village, the
cave being in the South East corner of the
quarry, behind the linekilns. The grid ref-
erences of the two entrances are SX/ 80187273
and SX/ 80187275.

The cave was reveal ed by quarrying, pro-
bably nearly a century ago. More recently,
the entrance in the floor of the quarry was
filled with earth and the main entrance used
as a rubbish tip. The cave was ‘di scovered’
by Devon Cavers in 1942 when enquiries in a
| ocal pub revealed that there was a cave only
a few hundred yards away and “If you thraw
st oaans down, Maister, they goes PLONK!”

On July 12th 1942 Edgar Reed and John
and Wnn Hooper nade a first descent. They
found that a rift lead off fromthe bottom
of the 30 ft. |adder pitch to give a total
dept h of about 60 ft. In 1947 a further [0ft.
was added to the bottomof the rift and ano-
t her passage was cl eared which ended in an
earth choke. This was cleared by students
of Seal e-Hayne Agricultural College in 1956
who showed that it was the | ower end of the
hol e previously filled in by the farnmer. It
provi des a neans of access to the cave wth-
out using tackle. The students al so cleared
a hole at the very bottomof the rift and so
reached the present bottom of the cave nearly
| 00ft. bel ow the surface. Since then there
have been no further major discoveries.

For convenience, | wll describe the cave
fromthe original entrance.
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In a ledge a few feet up the quarry face two
cl ose—set hol es open into the roof of a chanber
whi ch is roughly bell —shaped, being | onger al ong
the North—South axis. The | adder pitch is about
30ft. and ends anongst rubbi sh and the renains of
dead sheep. To the South a passage about 6ft.
high and 8 ft. wide rises, slowy at first and
then nore steeply, until it abruptly reaches a
wal | of shattered rock. There is a vertical hole
in the roof and two sloping ones joining it, but
the top is blocked with nore shattered rock.

To the North one clinbs down over the rubbish
and passes through a snmall hole to find oneself
on a | edge about 10 ft. above the floor at one end
of arift about 40ft. long. On clinbing to the
floor of the rift one has a choice of routes. On
the left a narrow slot in the floor drops into a
| ower continuation of the rift which is choked
with boulders. On the right (the East) three holes
at different levels lead directly to a chanber
about 8ft, in diameter and 15 ft. high from which
a mud—ehoked passage | eads off at roof |evel.

Continuing along the rift one can travel at
a higher or a lower level. The | ower section
drops steeply down to a boul der sl ope and ends
in a hole in the floor (cleared 1947) leading to
a small continuation of the rift approximtely
bel ow the main rift. A hole at the base of the
wal | (cleared 1956) opens out over a 20 ft. drop
whi ch can be clinbed without a rope as hal fway
down there is a small chanber with a nmuddy fl oor,
the rest of the rift dropping away bel ow one.
Cl i nbi ng down further one finds that the rift
narrows and ends as a slot about 9 inches w de and
4ft. | ong which goes down for another 30ft.
or nore, appearing to w den and bend out of
sight. A strong updraught is often noticeable
at this point. If one turns round when one
reaches this inpasse, one finds an openi ng which
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| eads to a downwards sl opi ng passage, which
goes for about 25ft. and ends in a tight squ-.
eeze, and a partial choke in very soft, sticky
mud. There is no draught along this passage.

Returning to the main rift one can clinb
up and take the higher route, and, just before
It gets too narrowto follow, there is an up-
ward sl opi ng passage in the |eft hand wal
(cleared 1947) leading to two snall chanbers
about 6ft. by 6ft. and 4ft. high. Fromthe
furthest of these a steeply sloping passage,
filled wth | oose earth, |eads upwards,
opens out somewhat and then a hol e appears in
the roof which is the other entrance. (Re-
opened 1956). This is 4ft. deep and lies half
way between the main entrance and the |inekilns
The passage appeared to go beyond the hol e but
on clearing away the earth | found that in fact
it ended al nost imediately although a few feet
gai ned shows sone interesting rock veins.

Now t hat the general outline has been
described | will try to relate its major fea-
tures to the rock that it is in.

The cave is situated in mddl e Devoni an
| i mestone, which dips at 30-40° towards the
South East. The cave itself is greatly influ-
enced by a series of vertical joints, one above
the other, the uppernost running North to South
and the | owest approximately Northwest to South
East .

The bell shaped entrance chanber and the
passage runni ng South show | arge shal | ow sol u-.
tional facets in the wall. The North-South
joint system has not had nuch effect in shap-
ing this passage al though the beddi ng deter-

m nes the shape of the roof near the Southern
nost end. Wien we get to the main rift,
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however, we find that the joint is an all inpor-
tant factor, the transition fromone type of
surroundi ngs to the other being extrenely abrupt,
the roof suddenly rising 10 ft. or so until it
narrows and the floor dropping 10 ft. to a rock
and boul der floor. The walls in this part of the
cave are very knobbly due to solution. These
wal | features show strong beddi ng control. The
chanber to the East also shows this but the roof
is conparatively snooth. The reason for the

di fference in the solutional appearance of the
rock can be explained by the fact that the two
regions lie in different horizons in the |ime-
stone. In the |lower part of the cave the joint
has changed its direction and the walls are
snoot her than in the main rift as it occurs in
nore massive |inmestone. The passage fromthe

top of the rift is one of a nunber of nud filled
slots apparently controlled conpletely by the
rock beds. This |leads to two | ow nud fl oored
chanbers and the passage to the surface which
al | show beddi ng control and in one or two cases
show i nteresting blades of rock. This part of
the cave is very simlar to parts of the Buck-
fastl ei gh caves.

The only calcite deposits in the whole cave
IS sone rather interesting flowin the southern
passage. However, the walls are of interest due
to the solutional effects.

As for the possibility of extending the cave,
there are a nunber of workable digs, but all would
require a lot of hard work and the use of explo—
sives in sone cases, as in trying to force the
final inviting slot. This would be well worth the
trouble if it solved one of the problens asso-
ciated with the cave. The village gets its water
froma nunber of springs and wells on the edge of
the |inestone, the nearest being about 200-300
yards fromthe cave on al nost the sane |evel as
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the entrance. The bottons of this and a num
ber of other wells are on a | evel above the
bottom of the cave and yet it is on the up-
hill side of these wells. There is no sign
that even the | owest visible part of the cave
I s anywhere near the watertable.

Sunmary

This cave is interesting because it is
very different to other Devon caves. It is,
i ke the Buckfastleigh caves entirely Phrea-
ticinorigin but, unlike them it shows a
much nore vertical character. Thus while
the total passage length is probably only
350-400 ft. the total depth is about 100 ft.
and appears to go nuch deeper. It is hoped
that a dig can be started and that an accur-
ate survey can be undert aken.

CHRI'S. REYNOLDS

If any Menber of the Mendip Caving G oup
wi shes to visit this or any other of the
Devon caves, the Author is very willing to
supply all relevant infornmation.

A NEWD G

I wish to announce the opening of a new
dig. It is situated in a disused quarry at
Bi necar, near Shepton Mllet.

The dig is not quite in the obvious
pl ace, but about 9 ft. fromthe apparent
opening. It is on a bedding plain inclined at
approxi rnateiy 30°.
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The entrance hole at the nonent neasures
approximately 2 ft. by 1 ft. and is choked by
| oose rock, with a very little earth with it.

Excavation should be rather easier than the
ot her digs; the entrance is about 15 ft. fromthe
base of the quarry, the rocks being just rolled
out of the entrance.

A considerable draft is emtted fromthe
entrance hole, with a very potent snell of cave.

Fromits position, it could easily lead to
a maj or cave system | have found dripstone
¥ thick; small straws in and around the entrance.

Wth luck this cave should go with little
excavati on worKk.

Perm ssion to work this dig was obtai ned
fromM. Brewer, Casa Piedra, Portways, QGurney
Sl ade. Tel ephone No. Qakhill 358.

DON SEARLE
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VENDI P CAVI NG GROUP

1959 Committee Address List.

Hon. Secretary.

R. Wol |l acott,
44 Boston Gardens,
Brentford, M ddl esex.

Hon. Treasurer.

R. Char nock,
9 Ealing Park Gardens,
Eal i ng, WS5.

Phone No. Ealing 8528.

Hon. Tackl e Master.

T. Crawford,
3 Hillside,
Har efi el d,
Nr. Uxbridge, M ddlesex.

Hon. Meet Secretary.

M Cotter,
88 Cawdor Crescent,
Bost on Manor ,
Hanwel |, W7.

Hon. Editor.

D. Harl e,
88 Cawdor Crescent,
Bost on Manor,
Hanwel | , W?7.
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GBI TUARY

Qur Menbers were shocked to hear that diver
Speed passed away on the 12th. February, 1959.
An Qbituary in a Caving Journal is usually for
a Caver. diver Speed was however not one. W
will all renmenber with pleasure, the visits we
made to The New Inn - *divers’ as it is known,
when he sat by the fire and tal ked about the
Mendi ps in days gone by. He was a great friend
to the G oup and we all cane to admire and res-
pect him He was, indeed, one of nature’'s Gen-
tlemren and we will all sadly mss the pl easant
eveni ngs we spent together. The G oup extends
their synpathy to Ms. Speed and her N ece,

M ss Speed, for their sad | oss and hope that
they will continue to run “Adivers’, as we ex-
pect it to continue to be known.

36.






