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UBLAY HILL ot by lialcolm Cotblter
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UBLEY HILL POT.

BEFORE DIGGING.
DON DOVASTON.

field we were in sloped upwards gently
to our left and looked perfectly flat.
Just to satisfy myself that we had made
athorough examination I walked towards
the centre of the area. At about half
way to my delight the. surface dropped
E}" _ A A away from me to form a deep shakehole
+y-}gu.: A RO £ . 5 invisible from a feyy yards awaye. I went
}_#@@i;il-‘_- AR : down to the bottom but could not see any
HORFT RTINS R S, o 3 obvious bedrock. All, however, agreed
that the sife gave promise of a cave,

DIGGING AT UBLBY HILL

Sotie wecks aflter finding Ubley Hill
" shake hole, George savoge and I went back
to measure its vital statistics. We Tound
the depth to be 197t and the diameter SOft.
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wWwhen we joined the main party nothing
had been started as they vad been unable
to decide where to dige . number of test
holes were then dug at regular intervals
around the shake hole and after about an
hour work commenced on my test hole as
it looked the most promising. The site
was down dip as far as we could make out
and contained many water worn boulders.
T"wo of us took photographs at intervals
in order to keep a record of our work.
Humerous ryounded boulders werc removed,
thus showing signs of water nction. 1T
the shake had only been caused by toe
collapse of the ground I would have
expected angular rocks.

By early afternoon a promising
cavity bhad been revealed with vertical
fluting of the rock., It was not large
but contlnued by way ttbe somu

two

several showers of rain; As we progressed
we could heéar rocks falling beneath us,’
whilst toseing stones ahead into the small
tube-like d3vity we were following
producéd’a Hijtant crash after a short
intervali-At this stage it was considered
wise to. belay the man who was diggirig lest
220 floor should collapse taking him with '

It was ‘not long before we hqd broken
through, A small squeezt ‘was visible,
which led into a large rocky chamber. We
viere in the t6p corner and there was obviously
a plteh to be necotiated.

EXPLORABION

Peter Goddard was the Tirst to go
down. It was just as well that we had
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We all moved more cautiously now,as
there were numerous loose rocks to be
removed for ones safety. It was possible
to traverse over the pit and reach the
far side. The view was of a pitch some
thirty feet deep at one end of a rift.
The bottom of the rift sloped to the
right down a muddy bank.

More ladder was brought down,
together with some wooden bars for a
stand off ant the top. At about 15t down
one¢ could come off the ladder onto a
ledge covered with loose rocks. It proved
better to go along the ledge and down the
rock, rather than usc the ladder which
hung between two flakes.

From the top of the mud bank I saw a
large chamber, the end of which was too

STy

A\ UBLEY HILL POT.
bt LOOKING UP 2" PITCH.
\{ pon povAsTON.

1 UBLEY HILLL POT.
CLEARING THE TOP OF
FALL PITCH.

DON DOVASTON.
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of exploration in this direction. In

the floor we had a view into a low
passage with a small stream which would
need digging. There was also a small gap

on the right side at roof level blocked
by mud.

Back in the chamber we started to look
around. There was two possible digs on
the same side some fifty fect apart. The
roof at the other side of the chamber came
down very low. I went in this direction
because there appeared to be a short thick
stalagmite. On getting closer it looked
like a rock, so was paesed by. -Beyond was
a small pool with water dripping from an
aven aboves Then Pete shouted that he had
found a human “skull. We all went over and
found that it was the object that I had
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point of the‘chamber: Here large amounts of
rock collapséd with a deafening roar into a
deep hole to'half fill it and obstruct the
way ihto two small passages that“Tony Knibbs
had préVithly~bbsarvéd'leading'off”btiﬁﬁe
bottom. The collapse formed a sort of Alcové.
From a long way above was a small fall of
water: The rock which bhad tollapscd WAS

part of thé'bedrock tHat had been dissdlved

away atid undercut.
AN AMUBING INCIDESNT

On our’ réturn home that wack-énd we
decided to"ihfotm thé press. As a tresult
small paragtaphis appeared in some of“the
daily dnd eveling paperss B./B.C. Télevision
were alsg infdrned and whén the woman the-
other end who ‘was reteiving the mégsage
was told of the bonés, her only comment was

o AR 2d -that b G

Thaw horribhlal

e b




‘e o e w W W W W

that they be informed ol the discovery
of any humah felains of what ever age.

- The weecK-end f6llowing-the discovery
Dr.Tratman went. down to.confirm that the
human remains viere very old. Photographs
were taken and an attempt was made to get
into the passages under.the collapse of
rock. This was unsuccesful owing to the size
of the boulders.

After the others had departed Simon
Knight induced me to help him dig out the
tunnel leading from the top of the mud
8lope by the second pitch. While digging -
we came across rotten wood and what appeared
to be rotten rope. After about an hour Simon
vas able to wriggle through into a high
rift., The Avely @ hut
Aeeksk ¥ & w0 i

A short time ago I was fortunate
enough to see Gerald Platten and his
Mendip Notes. He had the Ubley Hill
shake hole marked with a note to the

effect that it had subsided 10feet up
to 1949. The hole must have developed
quickly in recent years,



